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In 1916, Imperial German aerial domination, once held by rotary-engined Fokker and Pfalz E-type wing-
warping monoplanes, had been lost to the more nimble French Nieuport and British DH 2s which not only
out-flew the German fighters but were present in greater numbers. Born-from-experience calls from German
fighter pilots requested that, rather than compete with the maneuverability of these adversaries, new single-
engine machines should be equipped with higher horsepower engines and armed with two, rather than the
then-standard single machine guns. The Robert Thelen-led Albatros design bureau set to work on what
became the Albatros D.I and D.II and by April 1916 they had developed a sleek yet rugged machine that
featured the usual Albatros semi-monocoque wooden construction and employed a 160hp Mercedes D.III
engine with power enough to equip the aeroplane with two forward-firing machine guns. Visual hallmarks of
the D.I and early production D.II include fuselage mounted Windhoff radiators and matching chords for the
upper and lower wings.

Meanwhile, Albatros had already produced the prototype of the D.II's successor, the D.III. Influenced by the
French Nieuport sesquiplane design, the D.III featured lower wings of reduced chord and single-spar
construction, with the interplane struts now meeting the lower wings in a 'V'. After arriving at the Front en
masse in early 1917, the Royal Flying Corps did not possess a fighter that could arrest the Albatros'
onslaught against the RFC reconnaissance machines and thus they suffered appalling casualties in a
desperate period known as 'Bloody April'. However, despite the D.III's success, the sesquiplane design led to
structural flaws that resulted in the deaths of several pilots, which caused the type to be grounded until the
lower wings could be strengthened or replaced. Still, even after their return to service, German pilots knew
not to prosecute a dive too aggressively lest they invite structural catastrophe.

Always chasing performance enhancements, by the time of 'Bloody April' Albatros had already designed and
received a production order for the D.V.D.IIIs were manufactured concurrently but production was shifted to
the Ostdeutsche Albatros Werke (OAW) in Schneidmuhl, where they received more robust construction.
They differed little from their Johannisthal D.III brethren externally, save for a slightly different skin
application on the nose and a D.V-type rudder, which had a curved rather than straight trailing edge. They
also had Mercedes engines of 175 hp, versus the 160 hp engines of the Johannisthal D.III. Overall they
benefitted from the teething experience of the earlier D.IIIs and avoided the structural problems that
resurfaced with the Johannisthal-built D.Vs.

In all, 500 D.IIIs and 840 D.III(OAW)s were produced and saw heavy service throughout 1917. They
extracted a serious toll on the enemy but as the year progressed faced an increasing number of new enemy
fighter types, including the Sopwith Pup, Sopwith Triplane, SPAD VII, and SE5a, but remained at the Front
in high numbers (446 of both types were recorded on 31 October) until dwindling in spring 1918 (from 357
in February to 82 in June) with the arrival of the Fokker Dr.I and D.VII.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

Here thing why this particular Albatros D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air Vanguard) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Albatros D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and
Oeffag variants (Air Vanguard) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no book that similar with Albatros D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air
Vanguard). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Albatros D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air
Vanguard) in e-book can be your choice.

Ruben Jenkins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Albatros D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air Vanguard) your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get prior to. The Albatros D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air Vanguard)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your
better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Larry Mason:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Albatros D.III: Johannisthal,
OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air Vanguard) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating
this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Albatros
D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air Vanguard).

Steven Burley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually.



From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Albatros D.III: Johannisthal, OAW, and Oeffag variants (Air Vanguard)
when you required it?
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