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From charts, texts, and graphs to illustrations, icons, and screens, we live in an information age saturated
with visual language. Yet the underlying principles that provide structure for visual language have long
eluded scholars of rhetoric, design, and engineering. To function as a language that reliably conveys
meaning, visual language must embody codes that normalize its practices among both the designers who
employ it and the readers who interpret it. 

 

In this wide-ranging analysis, Charles Kostelnick and Michael Hassett demonstrate how visual language in
professional communication—text design, data displays, illustrations—is shaped by conventional practices
that are invented, codified, and modified by users in visual discourse communities. Drawing on rhetorical
theory, design studies, and a broad array of historical and contemporary examples, Shaping Information: The
Rhetoric of Visual Conventions explores the processes by which conventions evolve and proliferate and
shows how conventions serve as the medium that designers use to shape, stabilize, and streamline visual
information. 

 

Kostelnick and Hassett extend contemporary theories that define rhetoric as a social act, arguing that visual
conventions also thrive within discourse communities and are fragile forms that vary widely in their
longevity and scope. Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions is a thorough guide for
scholars, teachers and practitioners of rhetoric and business and technical communication and for
professionals in engineering, science, design, and business.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

The event that you get from Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions may be the more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual
Conventions instantly.

Darcie Hartman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions as the daily resource
information.

Leigh Grayer:

The reserve with title Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions includes a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kenneth Poor:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list will be Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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