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What Democracy Meant to the Greeks. PREFACE: Democracy is a Greek word. The democratic way of life
was first formulated and practiced by the Greeks. In the face of Oriental tyranny they proclaimed, and fought
suc cessfully to preserve, the superior values of self-governing communities. Among them arose the civil
liberties of speech and public assembly. They regarded the state as educational and ethical in its primary
purpose rather than military and coercive, and recognized its duty to provide citizens with opportunities for
richly varied living. Facing the difficulties of foreign relations, they created an em pire controlled by a
democracy and confederations of city-states. In times like these, when democratic institutions have
undergone more violent criticism and attack than ever before, it may be useful to re-examine this phase of
Greek life the original evolution of a democratic society, its aims and procedures, the appraisal of its
successes and failures by its own critics, the causes of its decline. Since the problems which confronted the
Greeks were in many respects similar to ours, it may be that we can still profit from their experience. To be
sure, their leading state, Athens, was different from any of the present time. That was a smaller, less
complicated, less experienced world. The immaturities are obvious, especially in economic resources and
scientific technology. Conduct lacked the guide of Christian ethics. To a certain extent Athens was not a
democracy at all its economy involved a slave system, although, as we shall see, the notion that it was an
aristocratic society favoring the privileged few at the expense of the masses is far from correct. There was
only a rudimentary system of representation, with most of the officials chosen by lot public policy was
generally determined by direct vote of the citizens. Other differences between that democracy and ours will
appear in the course of this study. Yet we shall also find interesting and significant similarities in the issues
that were faced and the solutions that were reached with more or less success. Certainly many of the
psychological and moral factors were like our own, as well as basic political and economic ones. And if in
specific ways we shall profit only slightly from their ex perience, by adopting some of their methods and
avoid ing their mistakes, there is real value in relating ourselves to the democratic tradition, in appreciating
the intelligence and courage of the men who did these things, in feeling comradeship with those first fighters
in the age long struggle to achieve democracy. It is not the purpose of this book to describe in great detail the
political evolution, procedures, or theories of the Greeks. Many excellent books have been written on these
subjects. They should be consulted, as well as his tories of Greece and the original sources see the List of
Books for Further Reading, on page 267, in order to make the picture complete. This book aims merely to
study the human values that were sought and realized by Greek democracy, the chief problems that it faced,
the measure of success and failure that resulted, the validity of the criticism of it by its own greatest thinkers.
Many translated passages have been included, in order to let the Greeks speak for themselves. The reader can
judge how effectively they spoke. The translations are my own, in some cases abridged and rather freely
rendered, with occasional borrowing of apt phrases from other versions. In the preparation of this book I
have received valu able help from my colleagues, Norman O. Brown, Charles F. Edson, A. D. Winspear,
Selig Perlman and Carl Boeg holt, and from J. P. Harland and Max Kadushin. To them I am deeply
grateful...
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book What Democracy Meant To The
Greeks will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Jesse Nance:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you get
it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take What Democracy Meant To The Greeks as the daily resource information.

Joseph Franson:

Exactly why? Because this What Democracy Meant To The Greeks is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Ronda Powers:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This What Democracy Meant To The Greeks is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Download and Read Online What Democracy Meant To The Greeks
Walter. Agard #62WB9OSQUIL



Read What Democracy Meant To The Greeks by Walter. Agard for
online ebook

What Democracy Meant To The Greeks by Walter. Agard Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
What Democracy Meant To The Greeks by Walter. Agard books to read online.

Online What Democracy Meant To The Greeks by Walter. Agard ebook PDF
download

What Democracy Meant To The Greeks by Walter. Agard Doc

What Democracy Meant To The Greeks by Walter. Agard Mobipocket

What Democracy Meant To The Greeks by Walter. Agard EPub


