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IN the following pages I have sought to trace, from the original sources as far as possible, the character and
career of an institution which exercised no small influence on the fate of Spain and even, one may say,
indirectly on the civilized world. The material for this is preserved so superabundantly in the immense
Spanish archives that no one writer can pretend to exhaust the subject. There can be no finality in a history
resting on so vast a mass of inedited documents and I do not flatter myself that I have accomplished such a
result, but I am not without hope that what I have drawn from them and from the labors of previous scholars
has enabled me to present a fairly accurate survey of one of the most remarkable organizations recorded in
human annals.

In this a somewhat minute analysis has seemed to be indispensable of its structure and methods of procedure,
of its relations with the other bodies of the State and of its dealings with the various classes subject to its
extensive jurisdiction. This has involved the accumulation of much detail in order to present the daily
operation of a tribunal of which the real importance is to be sought, not so much in the awful solemnities of
the auto de fe, or in the cases of a few celebrated victims, as in the silent influence exercised by its incessant
and secret labors among the mass of the people and in the limitations which it placed on the Spanish
intellect—in the resolute conservatism with which it held the nation in the medieval groove and unfitted it
for the exercise of rational liberty when the nineteenth century brought in the inevitable Revolution.

The intimate relations between Spain and Portugal, especially during the union of the kingdoms from 1580 to
1640, has rendered necessary the inclusion, in the chapter devoted to the Jews, of a brief sketch of the
Portuguese Inquisition, which earned a reputation even more sinister than its Spanish prototype.

I cannot conclude without expressing my thanks to the gentlemen whose aid has enabled me to collect the
documents on which the work is largely based—Don Claudio Pérez Gredilla of the Archives of Simancas,
Don Ramon Santa María of those of Alcalá de Henares prior to their removal to Madrid, Don Francisco de
Bofarull y Sans of those of the Crown of Aragon, Don J. Figueroa Hernández, formerly American Vice-
consul at Madrid, and to many others to whom I am indebted in a minor degree. I have also to tender my
acknowledgements to the authorities of the Bodleian Library and of the Royal Libraries of Copenhagen,
Munich, Berlin and the University of Halle, for favors warmly appreciated.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A History of the Inquisition of Spain (vol. 1 & 2; annotated)
as the daily resource information.

Alfred Hoover:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled A
History of the Inquisition of Spain (vol. 1 & 2; annotated) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The A History of the Inquisition of Spain (vol. 1 & 2; annotated) giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Kenneth Allen:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top list
in your reading list is A History of the Inquisition of Spain (vol. 1 & 2; annotated). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Daphne Jones:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and A History of the Inquisition of Spain (vol. 1 & 2;
annotated) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes A History of the Inquisition of Spain (vol. 1 & 2; annotated) to make your spare



time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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