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By the time of Barack Obama's inauguration as the 44th president of the United States, he had already
developed an ambitious foreign policy vision. By his own account, he sought to bend the arc of history
toward greater justice, freedom, and peace; within a year he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, largely for
that promise.

In Bending History, Martin Indyk, Kenneth Lieberthal, and Michael O'Hanlon measure Obama not only
against the record of his predecessors and the immediate challenges of the day, but also against his own
soaring rhetoric and inspiring goals. Bending History assesses the considerable accomplishments as well as
the failures and seeks to explain what has happened.

Obama's best work has been on major and pressing foreign policy challenges—counterterrorism policy,
including the daring raid that eliminated Osama bin Laden; the "reset" with Russia; managing the
increasingly significant relationship with China; and handling the rogue states of Iran and North Korea.
Policy on resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, however, has reflected serious flaws in both strategy and
execution. Afghanistan policy has been plagued by inconsistent messaging and teamwork. On important
"softer" security issues—from energy and climate policy to problems in Africa and Mexico—the record is
mixed. As for his early aspiration to reshape the international order, according greater roles and
responsibilities to rising powers, Obama's efforts have been well-conceived but of limited effectiveness.

On issues of secondary importance, Obama has been disciplined in avoiding fruitless disputes (as with
Chavez in Venezuela and Castro in Cuba) and insisting that others take the lead (as with Qaddafi in Libya).
Notwithstanding several missteps, he has generally managed well the complex challenges of the Arab
awakenings, striving to strike the right balance between U.S. values and interests.

The authors see Obama's foreign policy to date as a triumph of discipline and realism over ideology. He has
been neither the transformative beacon his devotees have wanted, nor the weak apologist for America that
his critics allege. They conclude that his grand strategy for promoting American interests in a tumultuous
world may only now be emerging, and may yet be curtailed by conflict with Iran. Most of all, they argue that
he or his successor will have to embrace U.S. economic renewal as the core foreign policy and national
security challenge of the future.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Larson:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Bending History: Barack Obama's
Foreign Policy (Brookings FOCUS Book) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Anthony Jarrard:

Bending History: Barack Obama's Foreign Policy (Brookings FOCUS Book) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Bending
History: Barack Obama's Foreign Policy (Brookings FOCUS Book) although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Adam Cuyler:

The book untitled Bending History: Barack Obama's Foreign Policy (Brookings FOCUS Book) contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice examine.

Joyce Tower:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. With the book Bending History: Barack Obama's Foreign Policy (Brookings FOCUS Book) we
can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this
time book Bending History: Barack Obama's Foreign Policy (Brookings FOCUS Book). You can more
desirable than now.
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