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Bringing local history to bear on major questions in Chinese social history and anthropology, this volume
comprises a series of historical and ethnographic studies of the Pearl River Delta from late imperial times
through the 1940's. The delta is a rich and socially complex area of south China, and the contributors -
scholars from the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, and the United States - have
long-standing ties to the region.

The contributors argue that local society in the Delta was integrated into the Chinese state through a series of
changes that involved constant redefinition of lineages, territories, and ethnic identities. The emergence of
lineages in the Ming and Qing dynasties, the deployment of deities in local alliances, and the shrewd use of
ethnic labels provided terms for a discourse that reified the criteria for membership in Chinese local society.
The ideology produced by these developments continued to serve as the norm for the legitimization of power
in local society through the Republican period.

In reconstructing the 'civilizing process' in the Delta, whereby local inhabitants, both elites and commoners,
used symbolic and instrumental means to become part of Chinese culture and polity, the book confronts a
central question in history and anthropology: How do we conceptualize the historical development of a state
agrarian society with hierarchies of power and authority, attachment to which is both unifying and
diversifying?
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From reader reviews:

Walter Chacon:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China.

Frank Ouellette:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China as the
daily resource information.

Marvin Murphy:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
just before. The Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China giving you a different experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Henry Hedrick:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China this e-book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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