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From the fictional Thecla in the second century to the very real Olympias in the early fifth century, the
history of women in early Christianity was as complex and rich as the religion itself. This comprehensive
sourcebook brings together translations of a variety of ancient Christian texts that elucidate how women were
perceived and portrayed in the Greek literature written in the second to the sixth centuries. The texts included
in the volume have been generously excerpted, providing the modern reader with an in-depth view of the
historical reality of early Christian women's lives as well as a nuanced perspective on the many ways in
which women were understood in theological and ecclesiastical frameworks.

Few documents written by early Christian women have been preserved; contemporary readers therefore do
not have much direct access to these women's own perspectives on their lives and roles as Christians.
Nevertheless, there are many kinds of texts that can be used both to reconstruct the history of actual women
in early Christianity and to analyze the ancient ideologies and rhetoric that affected how they were perceived.
This volume offers many different kinds of texts in order to present as complete a view as possible of early
Christian women: documentary sources such as church orders and proceedings, popular narrative sources
such as the novelistic apocryphal acts, biographies and lives of saints, and theological treatises on virginity
and marriage.

What emerges from these texts is a colorful portrayal of the many faces of ancient Christian women in their
roles as teachers, prophets, martyrs, widows, deaconesses, ascetics, virgins, wives, and mothers. Whether
celebrated as saints or denigrated as harlots, early Christian women were magnets of theological and social
thought.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Patricia Cox Miller is W. Earl Ledden Professor of Religion at Syracuse University. She is the author or
editor of numerous works including The Cultural Turn in Late Ancient Studies: Gender, Asceticism, and
History (coedited with Dale Martin).

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"Patricia Cox Miller has produced a treasure house of primary sources for those exploring the history and
theology of women in Christianity. . . . The author organizes and introduces the sources but lets them speak
for themselves. This is a rich source book with a wonderful range of sources and bibliographic listings, and it
should be welcomed by those who appreciate the value of a ready reference book."?Magistra

"Patricia Cox Miller has skillfully sifted, sorted, and glossed a richly diverse collection of ancient texts that
testify to the history of Christian women in their roles as teachers and prophets, martyrs and ascetics, widows
and deaconesses, wives, mothers, sisters, and, finally, theological symbols. The texts not only speak for
themselves but also, at Miller's prompting, convey a fascinating and complex story. This is much more than a



sourcebook in the usual, supplementary sense: it is a work of history that stands on its own."?Virginia
Burrus, Drew University

"As a generation of scholarship has shown, early Christian texts can be mined for tantalizing, if fragmentary,
evidence of the historical lives of early Christian women. They can also provide access to the complex and
sometimes contradictory portraiture of 'woman' as an idealized category in the early church. Women in Early
Christianity collects a rich array of documentary, literary, and ideological material from the first five
centuries of Christian movements and organizes these sources thematically so that both historical women and
figures of the feminine come into sharp relief. This book provides a new generation of students with a
collection that is both accessible and challenging."?Elizabeth A. Castelli, Barnard College

"Miller has provided a rich collectio
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important normally. The book Women in Early Christianity: Translations from Greek Texts has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Women in Early Christianity: Translations from Greek Texts is not only
giving you more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Women in Early
Christianity: Translations from Greek Texts. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Eleanor Hayes:

This Women in Early Christianity: Translations from Greek Texts is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Women in Early Christianity: Translations from Greek Texts in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that?

Shannon Blackshear:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Women in Early Christianity: Translations
from Greek Texts can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Gregory McCormick:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Women in Early Christianity: Translations
from Greek Texts to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and read
it. Beside that the e-book Women in Early Christianity: Translations from Greek Texts can to be your friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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