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The idea that there is one "best" English is so intuitively plausible and so relentlessly inculcated in us that it
is only natural to attempt to uphold this "Standard" among our students. Our error is in thinking that anything
that deviates from this Standard is wrong. In Spreading the Word, linguist John McWhorter proves that these
nonstandard dialects are not bastardizations of Standard English, but alternate variations upon the basic plan
of English, of which the Standard is but one.

With a general focus on classroom applications, McWhorter makes accessible to teachers, teacher educators,
and administrators basic language principles that are commonly accepted by linguists, but rarely
disseminated to a general audience. Using data from several different languages, McWhorter shows that the
speech differences we hear in America are qualitatively equivalent to those heard in other parts of the world
where the same differences are not considered "bad language." He links his thesis not only to "prescriptive
grammar," but to more immediate issues facing classroom teachers, such as Black English and code
switching between Spanish and English. A complete chapter is dedicated to showing how mixture between
languages is a worldwide and natural phenomenon, rather than a language-ravaging "accident."

Spreading the Word closes with a brief overview of eight of the most spoken languages in this country that
are least like English. In doing so, McWhorter helps us come to view the language palette that exists in our
classrooms as an asset not a problem. Most of all, he reinforces our best instincts about accepting and
celebrating our students' language, while giving us solid grounds for doing so.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

This book untitled Spreading the Word: Language and Dialect in America to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Ian Ashlock:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Spreading the Word: Language and
Dialect in America, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Billie Sneed:

You can obtain this Spreading the Word: Language and Dialect in America by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Sandra Maes:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Spreading the Word: Language and Dialect in
America was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Spreading the
Word: Language and Dialect in America has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading that will.
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