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Featuring more than twenty illustrations, including several works of art that were rediscovered by the author
and are published here for the first time, The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle
Ages provides a new perspective on a very old phenomenon.

The legendary bearded female St. Wilgefortis, also known by a variety of other names including
“Kummernis” and “Uncumber,” was the object of fervent veneration in areas of Western and Central Europe
for almost half a millennium.

Beginning in the fifteenth century, the legend of her dramatic transformation from a beautiful, privileged
princess into a bearded, Christlike martyr on the cross inspired scores of paintings, sculptures, poems,
prayers and shrines in her honour all across Europe. In spite of frequent opposition by the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church, her cult of veneration at one point nearly rivaled that of the Virgin Mary in some parts of
Europe.

In this informative and groundbreaking new book, Professor Ilse E. Friesen examines the phenomenon of St.
Wilgefortis from an art historical perspective, tracing the origins of depictions of the saint from an early
medieval Italian statue known as Volto Santo, or “holy face,” through the emergence of increasingly
feminized crucifixes over the course of the subsequent centuries. In particular, Professor Friesen focuses on
an analysis of paintings, sculptures and frescoes originating in the German-speaking regions of Bavaria and
Tyrol, where the veneration of the saint attained its peak.

With its emphasis on art as situated in the context of religion, spirituality, mythology, popular literature and
gender relations, this book will have wide appeal.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bennett:

The experience that you get from The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Female Crucifix: Images of St.
Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages instantly.

Alejandra Dunlap:

The reserve untitled The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the
Middle Ages from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Monte Lawson:

Often the book The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Thomas Brim:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the
Middle Ages can make you experience more interested to read.
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