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In one of his sermons, the medieval preacher Bernardino of Siena listed seven a "fathersa (TM) to whom one
owed obedience: God, onea (TM)s natural father, godfather, confessor, benefactor, a government official,
and any elderly man. This book seeks to answer the question of why medieval Europeans saw the need for so
many a "fathers.a (TM) Why was fatherhood so appealing as a metaphor? Situated at the intersection of
social and cultural history, the study draws upon a variety of late-medieval and early-modern sources
including witness depositions, personal letters and pedagogical treatises from the city of Basel, Switzerland.
It focuses on how people from different walks of life invoked ideas about fatherhood in the pursuit of various
goals - not only the ideological agendas of scholarly elites, but also the more pragmatic problems of closing a
business deal, claiming an inheritance, or choosing sides in a fistfight - before turning to what these ideas
reveal about fatherhood a "on the ground.a (TM) The book argues that it was precisely fatherhooda (TM)s
basis in lived experience that gave it a familiar a "shapea (TM) in the several roles that fathers played,
including provision, affection, disciplinary authority, and education. The most potent rhetorical aspect of
fatherhood, however, was not as a static image or shape, but rather the possibility of invoking connections
between one role and another. The most potent connection between roles was the idea that fathers were
'affectionate authorities,' combining power over subordinates with desire for their well-being. Tracing the
connections and contradictions of these identities, this study provides a nuanced view of concepts of
fatherhood on the eve of the Reformation.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Affectionate Authorities: Fathers
and Fatherly Roles in Late Medieval Basel is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mark Copeland:

This book untitled Affectionate Authorities: Fathers and Fatherly Roles in Late Medieval Basel to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Michael Albin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Affectionate Authorities:
Fathers and Fatherly Roles in Late Medieval Basel, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Benjamin Manno:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Affectionate Authorities: Fathers and Fatherly Roles in Late Medieval Basel. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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