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Why do presidents and their advisors often make sub-optimal decisions on military intervention, escalation,
de-escalation, and termination of conflicts?

The leading concept of group dynamics, groupthink, offers one explanation: policy-making groups make
sub-optimal decisions due to their desire for conformity and uniformity over dissent, leading to a failure to
consider other relevant possibilities. But presidential advisory groups are often fragmented and divisive. This
book therefore scrutinizes polythink, a group decision-making dynamic whereby different members in a
decision-making unit espouse a plurality of opinions and divergent policy prescriptions, resulting in a
disjointed decision-making process or even decision paralysis.

The book analyzes eleven national security decisions, including the national security policy designed prior to
the terrorist attacks of 9/11, the decisions to enter into and withdraw from Afghanistan and Iraq, the 2007
"surge" decision, the crisis over the Iranian nuclear program, the UN Security Council decision on the Syrian
Civil War, the faltering Kerry Peace Process in the Middle East, and the U.S. decision on military operations
against ISIS.

Based on the analysis of these case studies, the authors address implications of the polythink phenomenon,
including prescriptions for avoiding and/or overcoming it, and develop strategies and tools for what they call
Productive Polythink. The authors also show the applicability of polythink to business, industry, and
everyday decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Shannon Grant:

This The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and
ISIS tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The
Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS can be
one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kate Sutton:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The Polythink
Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS suitable to you?
Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Polythink Syndrome:
U.S. Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISISis a single of several books in
which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this
book.

Valerie Herrera:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Polythink Syndrome: U.S. Foreign Policy
Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS as well as others sources were given knowledge
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book



was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Polythink Syndrome: U.S.
Foreign Policy Decisions on 9/11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and ISIS to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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