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"A lucid, innovative work of top-flight scholarship. Gross shows us the depths of anti-Catholicism in
nineteenth-century Germany; he explains why the German Kulturkampf had such force and why prominent
liberals imagined it as a turning point not only in Germany but in world history."
---Helmut Walser Smith, Vanderbilt University

"A marvelously original account of how the Kulturkampf emerged from the cultural, social, and gendered
worlds of German liberalism. While not neglecting the 1870s, Gross's analysis directs historians' attention to
the under-researched 1850s and 1860s-decades in which liberals' anti-Catholic arguments were formulated
against a backdrop of religious revival, democratic innovation, national ambition, and the articulation of new
roles for women in society, politics, and the church. The drama of these decades resonates in every chapter
of Gross's fine study."
---James Retallack, University of Toronto

"Michael Gross has put the culture back into the Kulturkampf! Integrating social and political analysis with
illuminating interpretations of visual and linguistic evidence, Gross explores the work of religious cleavage
in defining German national identity. An emerging women's movement, liberal virtues, and Catholic
difference come together to explain why, in a century of secularization, Germany's Catholics experienced a
religious revival, and why its liberals responded with enmity and frustration. Vividly written and a pleasure
to read, this groundbreaking study offers real surprises."
---Margaret Lavinia Anderson, University of California, Berkeley

An innovative study of the relationship between the two most significant, equally powerful, and
irreconcilable movements in Germany, Catholicism and liberalism, in the decades following the 1848
Revolution.

After the defeat of liberalism in the Revolution of 1848, and in the face of the dramatic revival of popular
Catholicism, German middle-class liberals used anti-Catholicism to orient themselves culturally in a new
age. Michael B. Gross's study shows how anti-Catholicism and specifically the Kulturkampf, the campaign
to break the power of the Catholic Church, were not simply attacks against the church nor were they merely
an attempt to secure state autonomy. Gross shows that the liberal attack on Catholicism was actually a
complex attempt to preserve moral, social, political, and sexual order during a period of dramatic pressures
for change.

Gross argues that a culture of anti-Catholicism shaped the modern development of Germany including
capitalist economics, industrial expansion, national unification, and gender roles. He demonstrates that
images of priests, monks, nuns, and Catholics as medieval, backward, and sexually deviant asserted the
liberal middle-class claim to social authority after the Revolution of 1848. He pays particular attention to the
ways anti-Catholicism, Jesuitphobia, and antimonastic hysteria were laced with misogyny and expressed



deeper fears of mass culture and democracy in the liberal imagination. In doing so, he identifies the moral,
social, and cultural imperatives behind the Kulturkampf in the 1870s.

By offering a provocative reinterpretation of liberalism and its relationship to the German anti-Catholic
movement, this work ultimately demonstrates that in Germany, liberalism itself contributed to a culture of
intolerance that would prove to be a serious liability in the twentieth century. It will be of particular interest
to students and scholars of culture, ideology, religion, and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The War against Catholicism:
Liberalism and the Anti-Catholic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Social History, Popular
Culture, and Politics in Germany) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Henry Jensen:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The War against
Catholicism: Liberalism and the Anti-Catholic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Social History,
Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Latrice Miller:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The War against Catholicism: Liberalism and the
Anti-Catholic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in
Germany) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The War against
Catholicism: Liberalism and the Anti-Catholic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Social History,
Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that.

Johnny Ballance:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The War against Catholicism: Liberalism and the



Anti-Catholic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in
Germany).
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