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Michael T. Ferejohn presents an original interpretation of key themes in Aristotle's classic works. The
principal historical thesis of this work is that Aristotle's commendation of the historical Socrates for "being
the first to pursue universal definitions" is explainable in part by his own attraction to the "formal cause" (or
definition-based) mode of explanation as providing justification for scientific knowledge. After exploring the
motives behind Socrates' search for definitions of the ethical virtues, Ferejohn argues that Aristotle's
commitment to the centrality of formal cause explanation in the theory of demonstration he advances in the
Posterior Analytics is at odds with his independent recognition that natural phenomena are best explained by
reference to efficient causes. Ferejohn then argues that this tension is ultimately resolved in Aristotle's later
scientific works, when he abandons this commitment and instead evinces a marked preference for
explanation of natural phenomena in terms of efficient as well as so-called final (teleological) causes.

This tension between formal and efficient cause explanations is especially evident in Aristotle's discussions
of events such as thunder and eclipses in Posterior Analytics B 8-10. In the later chapters of the book
Ferejohn defends a novel interpretation of Aristotle's manner of treating these phenomena that depends on
his fourfold classification of scientific questions and the presupposition relations he believes to hold among
them. The final chapter turns to the role of definition in Aristotle's mature ontology. Ferejohn argues that in
Metaphysics Z 17 he proposes a treatment of kinds of composite substances parallel to that of thunder and
eclipses in the Posterior Analytics, and that this treatment is a crucial element in his sustained argument in
Metaphysics Z and H that such kinds are definable unities.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic and
Aristotelian Thought. Try to make the book Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic
and Aristotelian Thought as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Justin Pritchett:

Here thing why that Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic and Aristotelian
Thought are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and
Primacy in Socratic and Aristotelian Thought giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and
Primacy in Socratic and Aristotelian Thought. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and
Primacy in Socratic and Aristotelian Thought in e-book can be your choice.

Fred Prentice:

The event that you get from Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic and
Aristotelian Thought is a more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Formal Causes: Definition,
Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic and Aristotelian Thought giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this specific Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic and
Aristotelian Thought instantly.

Patricia Whetsel:

The actual book Formal Causes: Definition, Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic and Aristotelian Thought
will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea



is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Formal
Causes: Definition, Explanation, and Primacy in Socratic and Aristotelian Thought is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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