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Originally published as Hokkaido Highway Blues, with limited distribution in Canada, Will Ferguson’s
classic book about Japan, for all fans of the bestselling Beauty Tips from Moose Jaw.

With the same fervour they have for outlandish game shows and tiny gadgets, the Japanese go nuts each
spring when the cherry blossoms sweep from island to island towards the country’s northerly tip. Will
Ferguson was celebrating the event in the standard fashion. And after way too much sake he announced he
would be the first person in recorded history to follow the blossom’s progress end to end. To make it a
challenge worth doing, he’d hitchhike all the way: relying on the kindness of some very weird and wonderful
strangers.

Mixing his penchant for biting observation with wicked humour, Ferguson starts at the southernmost tip of
Cape Sata and heads north for distant Hokkaido. Whether he is doing the forbidden and not knowing it, or
holding "conversations by non sequitur," it is a journey full of misadventures and revelations. The resulting
travelogue is one of the funniest and most illuminating books ever written about Japan.

To make matters worse, I decided to hitchhike. Striking a heroic stance, I declared my intention to my
Japanese friends to become the first person ever to hitchhike the length of Japan, end-to-end, cape-to-cape,
sea-to-sea. This did not impress them as much as I had hoped.

“Why would you want to do that?” they asked, genuinely puzzled. “There is no reason to hitchhike. That’s
why we built the Bullet Train.”

Others worried about my safety. “But,” I would argue, “Japan is a very safe country, is it not?”

“Oh, yes. Very safe. Safest in the world.”

“So why shouldn’t I hitchhike?”

“Because Japan is dangerous.”

And so on.

Now, I will admit that mooching rides across Japan is not a major achievement — I mean, it’s not like I
paddled up the Amazon or discovered insulin or anything — but I am the first person ever to do this, so
allow me my hubris.

When I left my home in Minamata City aboard a southbound train, I felt suitably bold with my backpack and
muscular thumb.

“I’m going to hitchhike the length of Japan,” I told the man beside me.

He smiled and nodded.



“I’m going to follow the cherry blossoms.”

He nodded.

“All the way to Russia,” I said.

He smiled again, and soon after changed seats.
—from Hitching Rides with Buddha

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Hitching Rides with Buddha: Travels in
Search of Japan can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Angela Rodriguez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Hitching Rides with Buddha: Travels in Search of Japan provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.

Teresa Randall:

Beside that Hitching Rides with Buddha: Travels in Search of Japan in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have Hitching Rides with Buddha: Travels in Search of Japan because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it
from currently!

Christopher Evan:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Hitching Rides with Buddha: Travels in Search of
Japan can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Hitching Rides with Buddha:
Travels in Search of Japan.
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