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In October 1962, the fate of the world hung on the American response to the discovery of Soviet nuclear
missile sites in Cuba. That response was informed by hours of discussions between John F. Kennedy and his
top advisers. What those advisers did not know was that President Kennedy was secretly taping their talks,
providing future scholars with a rare inside look at high-level political deliberation in a moment of crisis.
Talk at the Brink is the first book to examine these historic audio recordings from a sociological perspective.
It reveals how conversational practices and dynamics shaped Kennedy's perception of the options available
to him, thereby influencing his decisions and ultimately the outcome of the crisis.

David Gibson looks not just at the positions taken by Kennedy and his advisers but how those positions were
articulated, challenged, revised, and sometimes ignored. He argues that Kennedy's decisions arose from the
intersection of distant events unfolding in Cuba, Moscow, and the high seas with the immediate
conversational minutia of turn-taking, storytelling, argument, and justification. In particular, Gibson shows
how Kennedy's group told and retold particular stories again and again, sometimes settling upon a course of
action only after the most frightening consequences were omitted or actively suppressed.

Talk at the Brink presents an image of Kennedy's response to the Cuban missile crisis that is sharply at odds
with previous scholarship, and has important implications for our understanding of decision making,
deliberation, social interaction, and historical contingency.
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile
Crisis book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer associated with Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile
Crisis content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Talk at the Brink:
Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Diane Russel:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The
particular Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Araiza:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the
Cuban Missile Crisis can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Michael Banks:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Talk at the Brink: Deliberation and Decision during
the Cuban Missile Crisis can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Talk at the
Brink: Deliberation and Decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis.
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