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"The Premature Burial" is a horror short story on the theme of being buried alive, written by Edgar Allan
Poe, (1809-1849), and published in 1844 in The Philadelphia Dollar Newspaper. Fear of being buried alive
was common in this period and Poe was taking advantage of the public interest. The story has been adapted
to film. In "The Premature Burial", the first-person unnamed narrator describes his struggle with "attacks of
the singular disorder which physicians have agreed to term catalepsy," a condition where he randomly falls
into a death-like trance. This leads to his fear of being buried alive ("The true wretchedness," he says, is "to
be buried while alive."). He emphasizes his fear by mentioning several people who have been buried alive. In
the first case, the tragic accident was only discovered much later, when the victim's crypt was reopened. In
others, victims revived and were able to draw attention to themselves in time to be freed from their ghastly
prisons. The narrator reviews these examples in order to provide context for his nearly crippling phobia of
being buried alive. As he explains, his condition made him prone to slipping into a trance state of
unconsciousness, a disease that grew progressively worse over time. He became obsessed with the idea that
he would fall into such a state while away from home, and that his state would be mistaken for death. He
extracts promises from his friends that they will not bury him prematurely, refuses to leave his home, and
builds an elaborate tomb with equipment allowing him to signal for help in case he should awaken after
"death". The story culminates when the narrator awakens in pitch darkness in a confined area - he has been
buried alive, and all his precautions were to no avail. He cries out and is immediately hushed; he realizes that
he is in the berth of a small boat, not a grave. The event shocks him out of his obsession with death.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Self:

This The Premature Burial book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The
Premature Burial without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Premature Burial can bring when you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
The Premature Burial having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Jeffrey Spencer:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Premature Burial which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Nancy Collins:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list will be The Premature Burial. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Michael Santiago:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Premature Burial can make you really feel more interested to read.
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