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Exploring the history and importance of corn worldwide, Arturo Warman traces its development from a New
World food of poor and despised peoples into a commodity that plays a major role in the modern global
economy.

The book, first published in Mexico in 1988, combines approaches from anthropology, social history, and
political economy to tell the story of corn, a "botanical bastard" of unclear origins that cannot reseed itself
and is instead dependent on agriculture for propagation. Beginning in the Americas, Warman depicts corn as
colonizer. Disparaged by the conquistadors, this Native American staple was embraced by the destitute of the
Old World. In time, corn spread across the globe as a prodigious food source for both humans and livestock.
Warman also reveals corn's role in nourishing the African slave trade.

Through the history of one plant with enormous economic importance, Warman investigates large-scale
social and economic processes, looking at the role of foodstuffs in the competition between nations and the
perpetuation of inequalities between rich and poor states in the world market. Praising corn's almost
unlimited potential for future use as an intensified source of starch, sugar, and alcohol, Warman also
comments on some of the problems he foresees for large-scale, technology-dependent monocrop agriculture.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Roberts:

This Corn and Capitalism: How a Botanical Bastard Grew to Global Dominance are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Corn and Capitalism: How
a Botanical Bastard Grew to Global Dominance can be on the list of great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will
shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Corn and Capitalism: How a
Botanical Bastard Grew to Global Dominance forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Dennis Taylor:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Corn and Capitalism: How a Botanical Bastard
Grew to Global Dominance can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Corn and Capitalism: How a Botanical Bastard Grew to Global Dominance.

Brian Paige:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Corn and Capitalism: How a Botanical Bastard Grew
to Global Dominance was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Corn and
Capitalism: How a Botanical Bastard Grew to Global Dominance has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Laura Bradberry:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Corn and Capitalism: How a Botanical Bastard Grew to Global Dominance when you
needed it?
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