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Erasmus yearned to make the Bible an effective instrument in the reform of society, church, and everyday
life. He therefore composed Paraphrases in which the words of Holy Scripture provided the core of a text,
vastly expanded to embrace the reforming `philosophy of Christ.' The Paraphrases were successful beyond
all expectations, and were quickly translated into French, English, and other languages. The Paraphrase on
Acts is the fifth volume of Paraphrases to be published in the New Testament Scholarship series in the
Collected Works of Erasmus.

The highly dramatic narrative of Acts offered Erasmus as paraphrast a treasury of golden opportunities. Its
personae are kings, governors, high priests, communities of grace, and the ubiquitous and volatile mob. Here
are the models to be emulated and to be avoided in both a reformed Europe and a reformed church. In the
Paraphrase on Acts the splendour of popes is measured against the simplicity of St Peter, the pride of
European kings warned against by the downfall of Herod .

The Paraphrase on Acts commands attention also by its manifest efforts to rationalize biblical history.
Erasmus persistently shows that the guidance of the Holy Spirit is nevertheless complemented by very
human motivations. Moreover, the impressionistic framework of time and space in the biblical account is
replaced in the Paraphrase on Acts by a careful definition of events by date and location - offering
fascinating insights into the science of geography in Erasmus' day.

The reader will recognize many of Erasmus' favourite theological themes, for example the sharp antithesis
between faith and ceremonial works. But it is perhaps Erasmus' portrait of the Holy Spirit that will leave the
deepest impression - a portrait in which images of fire turn imperceptibly but decisively into ontological
realities and moral imperatives.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Fox:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of New Testament
Scholarship: Paraphrase on Acts (Collected Works of Erasmus) book as starter and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Christina Ruiz:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled New Testament Scholarship: Paraphrase on Acts (Collected Works of
Erasmus) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Corey Mullen:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top collection
in your reading list is usually New Testament Scholarship: Paraphrase on Acts (Collected Works of
Erasmus). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Lee Fuller:

You can obtain this New Testament Scholarship: Paraphrase on Acts (Collected Works of Erasmus) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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