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Michael Urban chronicles the advent of blues music in Russia and explores the significance of the genre in
the turbulent, postcommunist society. Russians, he explains, have taken a music originating in the "low"
culture of the American South and transformed it into an object of "high" culture, fashioning a social identity
that distinguishes blues adherents from both the discredited Soviet past and the vulgar consumerism
associated with the country's Westernization. While adapting the idiom to their own conditions, Russia's
bliuzmeny (bluesmen) have absorbed the blues ethos encoded in the music by their American forebears,
using it to invert their social world, thus deriving dignity and satisfaction from those very things that give
one the blues.Based on more than forty interviews with blues musicians and fans, nightclub managers, and
others, Russia Gets the Blues reveals the fascinating history of blues in Russia, from the initial mimicry of
British blues-rock to the recent emergence of a specifically "Russian blues." The gradual mastering of the
idiom in Russia has been conditioned by the culture of the country's intelligentsia, a fact explaining why, on
one hand, bliuzmeny feel compelled to proselytize on behalf of the music, to share with others this treasure
of "world culture," while, on the other, they perform blues almost exclusively in English?which almost no
one understands?and condemn any and all efforts to make the music commercially successful.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

The book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society
after Socialism) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and
Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after Socialism)? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled
Times (Culture and Society after Socialism) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Evans:

The particular book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and
Society after Socialism) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society
after Socialism) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Myrta Bundy:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society
after Socialism).

Thomas Busch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many



kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Russia Gets the Blues: Music,
Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after Socialism).
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