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A gentle maiden aunt who has been victimized for years unexpectedly retaliates through her talent for
making life-sized dolls filled with honey. “The Youngest Doll,” based on a family anecdote, is a stunning
literary expression of Rosario Ferré’s feminist and social concerns. It is the premier story in a collection that
was originally published in Spanish in 1976 as Papeles de Pandora and is now translated into English by the
author. The daughter of a former governor of Puerto Rico, Ferré portrays women loosening the constraints
that have bound them to a patriarchal culture. Anger takes creative rather than polemical form in ten stories
that started Ferré on her way to becoming a leading woman writer in Latin America.

The upper-middle-class women in The Youngest Doll, mostly married to macho men, rebel against their doll-
like existence or retreat into fantasy, those without money or the right skin color are even more oppressed. In
terms of power and influence, these women stand in the same relation to men as Puerto Rico itself does to
the United States, and Ferré stretches artistic boundaries in writing about their situation. The stories, moving
from the realistic to the nightmarish, are deeply, felt, full of irony and black humor, often experimental in
form. The imagery is striking: an architect dreams about a beautiful bridge that “would open and close its
arches like alligators making love”; a Mercedes Benz “shines in the dark like a chromium rhinoceros.” One
story, “The Sleeping Beauty,” is a collage of letters, announcements, and photo captions that allows chilling
conclusions to be drawn from what is not written. The collection includes Ferré’s discussion of “When
Women Love Men,” a story about a prostitute and a society lady who unite in order to survive, and one that
illustrates the woman writer’s “art of dissembling anger through irony.” In closing, she considers how her
experience as a Latin American woman with ties to the United States has brought to her writing a dual
cultural perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Torres:

The book The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Youngest
Doll (Latin American Women Writers) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open and read a publication The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Cory Denton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Youngest Doll (Latin
American Women Writers) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Nelson Berg:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women
Writers), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Katrina Hering:

The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Youngest
Doll (Latin American Women Writers) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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