
Transplanting the Great Society: Lyndon Johnson
and Food for Peace

Kristin L. Ahlberg

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826218199
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826218199
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826218199


Transplanting the Great Society: Lyndon Johnson and Food
for Peace

Kristin L. Ahlberg

Transplanting the Great Society: Lyndon Johnson and Food for Peace Kristin L. Ahlberg
Enacted in 1954, the Food for Peace program allowed the United States to make agricultural surpluses
available to needy nations but served varying political agendas. President Eisenhower saw it primarily as a
temporary means for improving domestic agriculture prices, while his two Democratic successors turned it
into the cornerstone of an expanded foreign assistance program.

Kristin Ahlberg traces the transformation of Public Law 480 from a means of liquidating domestic surplus
into a vital component of U.S. foreign policy. She focuses on how Lyndon Johnson sought to re-create his
Great Society reforms on a global scale by exporting programs designed to improve the lives of world
citizens through combating food shortages—and how he also wielded Food for Peace as a diplomatic tool to
gain support for U.S. policies and to reward or punish allies for their behavior.

LBJ sought to demonstrate America’s commitment to the less fortunate while providing a deterrent to those
impoverished nations most vulnerable to communist influence, and the White House maintained control of
the program’s objectives on a country-by-country basis while leaving its implementation to the bureaucracy.
Ahlberg describes these foreign policy maneuvers as well as the domestic battles that found farm nationalists
like Senator Allen Ellender opposing Johnson and Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman—and also found
the Department of Agriculture, Department of State, and Agency for International Development vying for
control of the program.

Ahlberg draws on recently declassified sources to show how the Johnson administration used Food for Peace
to win diplomatic support for American policy in Vietnam, prevent nuclear proliferation on the Indian
subcontinent, and uphold Israeli security. When India diverted resources from agriculture to arms,
Washington suspended wheat shipments until New Delhi reordered its priorities. But in the case of Israel and
South Vietnam, LBJ used food aid to help client governments build up their militaries—as well as to win the
“hearts and minds” of the Vietnamese people.

Transplanting the Great Society is an insightful study that shows the successes and limitations of using food
aid as a diplomatic tool during the middle period of the cold war. It paints a broader picture of Johnson’s
foreign policies, opening a new window on both his administration and postwar diplomatic history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Transplanting the Great Society: Lyndon Johnson and Food for
Peace.

Caleb Jones:

The book Transplanting the Great Society: Lyndon Johnson and Food for Peace has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

David Wysocki:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Transplanting the Great Society:
Lyndon Johnson and Food for Peace, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

David Peacock:

This Transplanting the Great Society: Lyndon Johnson and Food for Peace is great reserve for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Transplanting the Great Society: Lyndon Johnson and Food for Peace in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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