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[This story iswritten for 10 - 14 year olds but will also be on interest to those keen to learn more about Mary.
On the night of February 7th 1587, Mary, Queen of Scots prepared for her execution at Fotheringhay Castle.
What were the thoughts of the captive Queen as her last hours dlipped by? Mary was born in Linlithgow
Palace on December 8th 1542. Astold in the story, Mary was only six days old when her father JamesV
died. Mary was crowned as Queen of Scots at Stirling Castle in September 1543. Her uncle, Henry V111 of
England wanted the infant Mary to marry his son Edward. The Scots though refused this proposed marriage.
An English army invaded Scotland. Edinburgh was captured in 1544 and burnt to the ground. In August
1548, Mary was sent to France for her safety. There she was brought up in the French Court of Henri 11.
Mary married Francois, the Dauphin of France on Sunday 24th April 1558 in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris.
Mary was 15, Francois was only 14. In July 1559 her father-in-law, Henri Il died. Mary found herself Queen
of France as well as Queen of Scots. However her sickly husband died in December the following year.
News of her mother’s death in 1560 prompted her decision to return to Scotland where she arrived on 19th
August 1561. She wasjust 19 years of age. For thefirst 4 years of her reign, Mary ruled the turbulent
Scotland well. However Scotland needed an heir. Who should she marry? Mary made one of severa
mistakes by marrying her cousin, Henry, Lord Darnley in July 1565. She quickly though discovered that this
marriage was a disaster. Darnley was an arrogant, jealous and at times, violent young man. Mary had
angered many of her Scottish nobles who resented this young upstart. Mary lacked strong advisers by her
side whom she could rely on. Instead she drew ever closer to asmall group of friends and courtiers including
her Italian secretary, David Rizzio. This close friendship provoked the rage of her husband, Henry Darnley.
He plotted the murder of the Queen’s secretary. In March 1566 Rizzio was brutally stabbed to death in front
of Mary by agroup of Darnley's friends. She retreated to the safety of Edinburgh Castle to await the birth of
her child. Her son James was born in June 1566. In March 1603, James succeeded his cousin Queen
Elizabeth and was crowned King of the new United Kingdom of England and Scotland. On the night of the
10th February 1567 Darnley was assassinated in Edinburgh. Historians continue to argue over Mary's
involvement in her husband's murder. Mary did not help her cause by marrying the Earl of Bothwell, the man
many believed to have been one of Darnley’s murderers, just 3 months after his death. The country was
outraged and she and Bothwell were confronted at Carberry just outside Edinburgh, by a coalition of her
nobles on 15th June 1567. Bothwell fled while Mary surrendered herself to her nobles. She was brought back
to Edinburgh in disgrace. She was imprisoned in Loch Leven Castle and forced to abdicate. She daringly
escaped from the castle on 2nd May 1568. Mary took the fateful decision to throw herself on the mercy of
the English Queen. For the next nineteen years, Mary was effectively held as a prisoner by her royal cousin.
Mary was held in confinement in a succession of castlesin the Midlands of England. She never met
Elizabeth. Mary was implicated in several Catholic plotsto overthrow Elizabeth. Almost certainly any
evidence produced was forged. After a brief trial Mary was found guilty of treason. Pressed by her advisers,
Elizabeth signed Mary’ s death warrant. Mary was executed at Fotheringay Castle in Northamptonshire on
8th February 1587. Her son James had the body of “his dearest mother” moved from Peterborough Cathedral
to Westminster Abbey in 1612. Arguments continue to this day about Mary - martyred heroine or wicked
murderess? Our story summarises the life of one of the most remarkable charactersin history.
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From reader reviews:
Debra Yarbrough:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyonein the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Mary, Queen of
Scots, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

Christine Erhart:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them isthis Mary,
Queen of Scots.

Vickie Flores:

This Mary, Queen of Scotsis great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Mary, Queen of Scotsin your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer
you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve aready do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

David Yoon:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose
the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It isidentified as
of book Mary, Queen of Scots. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book,
it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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