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This book tells the story of how Confederate civilians in the Old Dominion struggled to feed not only their
stomachs but also their souls. Although demonstrating the ways in which the war created many problems
within southern communities, Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865
does not support scholars who claim that internal dissent caused the Confederacy's downfall. Instead, it
offers a study of the Virginia home front that depicts how the Union army's continued pressure created
destruction, hardship, and shortages that left the Confederate public spent and demoralized with the
surrender of the army under Robert E. Lee. This book, however, does not portray the population as uniformly
united in a Lost Cause. Virginians complained a great deal about the management of the war. Letters to the
governor and to the Confederate secretary of war demonstrate how dissent escalated to dangerous
proportions by the spring and summer of 1863. Women rioted in Richmond for food. Soldiers left the army
without permission to check on their families and farms. Various groups vented their hatred on Virginias rich
men of draft age who stayed out of the army by purchasing substitutes. Such complaints, ironically, may
have prolonged the war, for some of the Confederacy's leaders responded by forcing the wealthy to shoulder
more of the burden for prosecuting the war. Substitution ended, and the men who stayed home became
government growers who distributed goods at reduced cost to the poor. But, as the case is made in Virginias
Private War, none of these efforts could finally overcome an enemy whose unrelenting pressure strained the
resources of Rebel Virginians to the breaking point. Arguing that the state of Virginia both waged and
witnessed a "rich man's fight" that has until now been downplayed or misunderstood by many if not most of
our Civil War scholars, William Blair provides in these pages a det
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

The ability that you get from Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865
is a more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body
and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865
instantly.

Arnold Williams:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the
Confederacy, 1861-1865 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Jamie Norman:

Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865 can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865 although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among
it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Dianna Weaver:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Virginia's Private War: Feeding
Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865 can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd



activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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