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On October 16, 1843, Sir William Rowan Hamilton discovered quaternions and, on the very same day,
presented his breakthrough to the Royal Irish Academy. Meanwhile, in aless dramatic style, a German high
school teacher, Hermann Grassmann, was devel oping another vectorial system involving hypercomplex
numbers comparable to quaternions. The creations of these two mathematicians led to other vectorial
systems, most notably the system of vector analysis formulated by Josiah Willard Gibbs and Oliver
Heaviside and now almost universally employed in mathematics, physics and engineering. Y et the Gibbs-
Heaviside system won acceptance only after decades of debate and controversy in the latter half of the
nineteenth century concerning which of the competing systems offered the greatest advantages for
mathematical pedagogy and practice.

Thisvolume, the first large-scale study of the development of vectorial systems, traces he rise of the vector
concept from the discovery of complex numbers through the systems of hypercomplex numbers created by
Hamilton and Grassmann to the final acceptance around 1910 of the modern system of vector analysis.
Professor Michael J. Crowe (University of Notre Dame) discusses each major vectorial system aswell asthe
motivations that led to their creation, development, and acceptance or rejection.

The vectorial approach revolutionized mathematical methods and teaching in algebra, geometry, and
physical science. As Professor Crowe explains, in these areas traditional Cartesian methods were replaced by
vectorial approaches. He also presents the history of ideas of vector addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division (in those systems where it occurs) and differentiation. His book also contains refreshing portraits of
the personalities involved in the competition among the various systems.

Teachers, students, and practitioners of mathematics, physics, and engineering as well as anyone interested
in the history of scientific ideaswill find this volume to be well written, solidly argued, and excellently
documented. Reviewers have described it as"afascinating volume,”" "an engaging and penetrating historical
study” and "an outstanding book (that) will doubtless long remain the standard work on the subject.” In 1992
it won an award for excellence from the Jean Scott Foundation of France.
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From reader reviews:
Clair Lemanski:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
sincejust their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific A History of Vector Analysis: The
Evolution of the Idea of a Vectorial System (Dover Books on Mathematics) to read.

Anna Sanders;

The e-book untitled A History of Vector Analysis: The Evolution of the Idea of aVectorial System (Dover
Books on Mathematics) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did alot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of A History of Vector Analysis: The
Evolution of the Idea of aVectorial System (Dover Books on Mathematics) from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy freetime.

Thomas Smith:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of Vector Analysis: The Evolution of
the Idea of a Vectorial System (Dover Books on Mathematics) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It'sa
book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new erais common
not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

VirginiaKang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A History of Vector Analysis: The
Evolution of the Idea of aVectorial System (Dover Books on Mathematics).
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