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According to Bertman, just as an individual needs memories to maintain a sense of personal identity, so does
a nation need them in order to survive. Like Alzheimer victims, however, today's Americans are rapidly
losing a consciousness of history, and with it, a sense of national identity and direction.

Sixty percent of adult Americans don't know the name of the president who ordered the dropping of the first
atomic bomb, 42% of college seniors can't place the Civil War in the right half-century, and 24% think
Columbus discovered America in the 1500s. Meanwhile, more American teenagers can name the Three
Stooges than the three branches of the federal government.

Applying the metaphor of Alzheimer's disease to our national state of mind, Bertman offers a chilling
prognosis for our country's future unless radical steps for recovery are taken. He offers psychological
insights into the nature of memory with perspectives on the meaning and future of democracy. With
compelling evidence, the book demonstrates that cultural amnesia, like Alzheimer's disease, is an insidiously
progressive and debilitating illness that is eating away at America's soul. Rather than superficially blaming
memory loss on a failed educational system, Bertman looks beyond the classroom to the larger social forces
that conspire to alienate Americans from their past: a materialistic creed that celebrates transience and
disposability, and an electronic faith that worships the present to the exclusion of all other dimensions of
time.
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of Memory can be your answer as it
can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the
Crisis of Memory can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Jackie Caldwell:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of
Memory can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have point that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Cultural Amnesia:
America's Future and the Crisis of Memory.

Jane Rippeon:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis
of Memory to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea
about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through
it. Beside that the publication Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of Memory can to be your
brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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