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THE Story of Portugal possesses a peculiar interest from the fact that it is to its history alone that the country
owes its existence as a separate nation. Geographically, the little kingdom is an integral portion of the Iberian
peninsula, with no natural boundaries to distinguish it from that larger portion of the peninsula called Spain;
its inhabitants spring from the same stock as the Spaniards, and their language differs but slightly from the
Spanish. Its early history is merged in that of the rest of the peninsula, and but for two great men, Affonso
Henriques, the first king of Portugal, and John I., the founder of the house of Aviz, Portugal would not at the
present day rank among the independent nations of Europe. The first of these monarchs created his
dominions into a kingdom like Leon, Castile, and Aragon, and the latter encouraged the maritime
explorations which gave the little country an individuality and national existence, of which it was justly
proud. When Philip II. annexed Portugal in 1580, it was at least a century too late for the Portuguese to
coalesce with the Spaniards. They had then produced Vasco da Gama and Alboquerque and other great
captains and explorers, who had shown Europe the way to India by sea; and their tongue had been developed
by the genius of Camoens and Sá de Miranda, from a Romance dialect, similar to those used in Gallicia,
Castile, or Aragon, into a great literary language. Conscious of its national history, Portugal broke away
again from Spain in 1640, and under the protection of England maintained its separate existence during the
eighteenth century...
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Minor:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th century
(Illustrated) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer of A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th century
(Illustrated) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Short
History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Bernard Lewis:

The knowledge that you get from A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th century
(Illustrated) is a more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but A Short History of Portugal - From
the earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this specific A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest
times to the 19th century (Illustrated) instantly.

Scot Vines:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled A
Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to
the 19th century (Illustrated) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Josefina Roundtree:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some



people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and A Short History of Portugal - From the
earliest times to the 19th century (Illustrated) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes A Short History of Portugal - From the earliest times to
the 19th century (Illustrated) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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