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Mark Twain founded the American voice. Hisworks are aliving national treasury: taught, quoted, and
reprinted more than those of any writer except Shakespeare. His awestruck contemporaries saw him as the
representative figure of histimes, and his influence has deeply flavored the 20th and 21st centuries. Y et
somehow, beneath the vast flowing river of literature that he left behind -- books, sketches, speeches, not to
mention the thousands of letters to his friends and his remarkable entriesin private journas -- the man who
became Mark Twain, Samuel Langhorne Clemens, has receded from view, leaving us with only faint and
often trivialized remnants of histowering personality.

In Mark Twain, Ron Powers consummates years of thought and research with atour de force on the life of
our culture's founding father, re-creating the 19th century's vital landscapes and tumultuous events while
restoring the human being at their center. He offers Sam Clemens as he lived, breathed, and wrote -- drawing
heavily on the preserved viewpoints of the people who knew him best (especialy the great William Dean
Howells, his most admiring friend and literary co-conspirator), and on the annals of the American 19th
century that he helped shape. Powers's prose rivals Mark Twain's own in its blend of humor, telling detail,
and flights of lyricism. With the assistance of the Mark Twain Project at Berkeley, he has been able to draw
on thousands of letters and notebook entries, many only recently discovered.

It is hard to imagine a life that encompassed more of its times. Sam Clemens left his frontier boyhood in
Missouri for alife on the Mississippi during the golden age of steamboats. He skirted the western theater of
the Civil War before taking off for an uproarious drunken newspaper career in the Nevada of the Wild West.
As hisfame as a humorist and lecturer spread around the country, he took the East Coast by storm,
witnessing the extremes of wealth and poverty of New Y ork City and the Gilded Age (which he named). He
traveled to Europe on the first American pleasure cruise and revitalized the prim genre of travel writing. He
wooed and won his lifelong devoted wife, yet quietly pined for the girl who was hisfirst crush and whom he
would re-encounter many decades later. He invented and invested in get-rich-quick schemes. He became the
toast of Europe and a celebrity who toured the globe. His comments on everything he saw, many published
here for the first time, are priceless.

The man who emerges in Powers's brilliant telling is both the magnetic, acerbic, and hilarious Mark Twain
of myth and a devoted friend, husband, and father; awhirlwind of optimism and restless energy; and above
al, awide-eared and wide-eyed observer who absorbed every sight and sound, and poured it into his
characters, plots, jokes, businesses, and life. Mark Twain left us our greatest voice. Samuel Clemens left us
one of our most full and American of lives.

"No one understands the complicated American the world knows as Mark Twain better than Ron Powers.
Finally, we have scholarship and writing worthy of the man. Powers's prose isinsightful, elegant, and getsto
the center of Twain's life, humor, tragedy, and outrage."

Ken Burns
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From reader reviews:
Carl White:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Mark Twain: A Life, you can enjoy both.
It is excellent combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh can
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Patricia Nebeker:

Mark Twain: A Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Mark Twain: A Life yet doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Jefferies:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Mark Twain: A Lifethis e-book consist alot of the information with the
condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
dialect stylesthat writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that iswhy this book suitable al of you.

Daniel Starkey:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Mark Twain: A Life when you required it?
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