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We take rights to be fundamental to everyday life. Rights are also controversial and hotly debated both in
theory and practice. Where do rights come from? Are they invented or discovered? What sort of rights are
there and who is entitled to them? In this comprehensive introduction, Tom Campbell introduces and
critically examines the key philosophical debates about rights.

The first part of the book covers historical and contemporary theories of rights, including the origin and
variety of rights and standard justifications of them. He considers challenges to rights from philosophers
such as Bentham, Burke and Marx. He also examines different theories of rights, such as natural law, social
contract, utilitarian and communitarian theories of rights and the philosophers and political theorists
associated with them, such as John Stuart Mill, John Rawls, Robert Nozick and Michael Sandel. The second
part of the book explores the role of rights-promoting institutions and critically assesses legal rights and
international human rights, including the United Nations. The final part of the book examines how
philosophies of rights can be applied to freedom of speech, issues of social welfare and the question of self-
determination for certain groups or peoples.

Rights: A Critical Introduction is essential reading for anyone new to the subject of rights and any student of
political philosophy, politics and law.
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

The ability that you get from Rights: A Critical Introduction (Routledge Contemporary Political Philosophy)
could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Rights: A Critical Introduction
(Routledge Contemporary Political Philosophy) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this kind of Rights: A Critical Introduction (Routledge Contemporary
Political Philosophy) instantly.

Eileen Smith:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Rights: A Critical Introduction (Routledge Contemporary Political Philosophy).

Paul Dixon:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Rights: A Critical Introduction (Routledge Contemporary
Political Philosophy), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Gary Forsyth:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is Rights: A Critical Introduction (Routledge Contemporary Political
Philosophy). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious



person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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