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In 1865, The Christian Recorder, the national newspaper of the African Methodist Episcopal Church,
serialized The Curse of Caste; or The Slave Bride, a novel written by Mrs. Julia C. Collins, an African
American woman living in the small town of Williamsport, Pennsylvania. The first novel ever published by a
black American woman, it is set in antebellum Louisiana and Connecticut, and focuses on the lives of a
beautiful mixed-race mother and daughter whose opportunities for fulfillment through love and marriage are
threatened by slavery and caste prejudice. The text shares much with popular nineteenth-century women's
fiction, while its dominant themes of interracial romance, hidden African ancestry, and ambiguous racial
identity have parallels in the writings of both black and white authors from the period.
Begun in the waning months of the Civil War, the novel was near its conclusion when Julia Collins died of
tuberculosis in November of 1865. In this first-ever book publication of The Curse of Caste; or The Slave
Bride, the editors have composed a hopeful and a tragic ending, reflecting two alternatives Collins almost
certainly would have considered for the closing of her unprecedented novel. In their introduction, the editors
offer the most complete and current research on the life and community of an author who left few traces in
the historical record, and provide extensive discussion of her novel's literary and historical significance.
Collins's published essays, which provide intriguing glimpses into the mind of this gifted but overlooked
writer, are included in what will prove to be the definitive edition of a major new discovery in African
American literature. Its publication contributes immensely to our understanding of black American literature,
religion, women's history, community life, and race relations during the era of United States emancipation.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

The guide untitled The Curse of Caste; or The Slave Bride: A Rediscovered African American Novel by
Julia C. Collins is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of The Curse of Caste; or The Slave Bride: A Rediscovered African American Novel by Julia
C. Collins from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Patricia Miller:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Curse of Caste; or The Slave Bride: A Rediscovered African American Novel by Julia C. Collins provide
you with new experience in looking at a book.

Joseph Mack:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is The Curse of Caste; or The Slave Bride: A Rediscovered African American Novel by Julia C.
Collins this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suitable all of you.

Tyler Dean:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually The Curse of Caste; or The Slave Bride: A Rediscovered African
American Novel by Julia C. Collins. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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