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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and air forces moved into
Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to end the 'Prague Spring' reforms and restore an
orthodox Communist regime. The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to
crack down. But during the summer of 1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet
Politburo finally decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of Soviet, Polish,
Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they
had established complete military control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for 'socialism with a
human face.' Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored to power, but
their role from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse many of the reforms that had been
adopted. In April 1969, Dubchek was forced to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague
Spring. Soviet leaders justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that 'the fate of any socialist
country is the common affair of all socialist countries' and that the Soviet Union had both a 'right' and a
'sacred duty' to 'defend socialism' in Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the
Communist world, but overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in achieving Soviet
goals. The United States and its NATO allies protested but refrained from direct military action and covert
operations to counter the Soviet-led incursion into Czechoslovakia. The essays of a dozen leading European
and American Cold War historians analyze this turning point in the Cold War in light of new documentary
evidence from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what happened behind the scenes. They also
reassess the weak response of the United States and consider whether Washington might have given a 'green
light,' if only inadvertently, to the Soviet Union prior to the invasion.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

The book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave a good thing like a book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia
in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968
(The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Beth Sanders:

Beside this The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies
Book Series) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!

Jennifer Day:

You can find this The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard
Cold War Studies Book Series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Helen Price:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact



Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) or maybe others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them
to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Prague Spring
and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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