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The lever action repeating rifles produced by the Winchester Repeating Arms Company are easily the most
famous and recognizable firearms in American history. For nearly 140 years, they have been intimately
connected with American hunters, first in the opening of the West, and after the close of the frontier, have
continued to hold the position of America's most popular hunting rifle.

The story of the Winchester rifle begins with the Model 1866 and its famous predecessor, the Model 1873.
They were the first practical repeating long arms that did not require the strength of a weight-lifter to carry
them about. A long tube under the barrel held the cartridges which were admitted to the breech by moving a
lever down and up. This both pushed the cartridge into the chamber and cocked the hammer. The shooter
then aimed and pulled the trigger. Working the lever again ejected the spent case and placed another
cartridge in the chamber for a fast follow-up shot.

As with any other mechanical contrivance manufactured over long periods, changes and improvements were
made to the Winchester rifles in the form of new parts. A M1873 rifle made in 1878 was not the same as a
M1873 made in 1888 although to the untrained eye they may look the same. A collector of Winchester lever
action repeating rifles and carbines wants to be assured that his Model 1873 is absolutely correct as the day it
was manufactured. These are valuable artifacts of American history and are eagerly sought. Enough wrong
parts can reduce the value of a particular Winchester by fifty percent or more.

Arthur Pirkle's book provides collectors with the information needed to examine their Model 1866, 1873 or
1876 rifles and carbines and determine if each part is correct. The book also tells how to determine if the
firearm has been refinished (reblued) which can also drastically reduce its value. Each part is described fully
including markings and dimensions, any changes to that part are also described and everything is related to
serial number ranges. Special appendixes describe special and valuable variations of the three rifles including
those manufactured for the Canadian Northwest Mounted Police and special light and heavyweight hunting
rifles. Assembly/Disassembly and cleaning information is given as is information on the "do's and don't's" of
restoration. Updated and correct serial number lists are included. Special line drawings (for clarity) show all
major and most minor parts including the wide variety of front and rear sights.
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From reader reviews:

Pat Billings:

The book Winchester Lever Action Repeating Firearms : The Models of 1866, 1873 & 1876 (For Collectors
Only) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make reading through a book Winchester Lever Action Repeating Firearms : The Models of 1866,
1873 & 1876 (For Collectors Only) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a guide Winchester Lever Action Repeating Firearms : The Models of 1866, 1873 & 1876 (For
Collectors Only). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So
, how do you think about this reserve?

Sandra Leggett:

This book untitled Winchester Lever Action Repeating Firearms : The Models of 1866, 1873 & 1876 (For
Collectors Only) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Jerry Hull:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Winchester Lever Action Repeating Firearms :
The Models of 1866, 1873 & 1876 (For Collectors Only) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Douglas Johnson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Winchester Lever Action Repeating Firearms : The Models of 1866,
1873 & 1876 (For Collectors Only) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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