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The age of information, media, and virtuality is transforming every aspect of human experience. Questions
that have long haunted the philosophical imagination are becoming urgent practical concerns: Where does
the natural end and the artificial begin? Is there a difference between the material and the immaterial? In his
new work, Mark C. Taylor extends his ongoing investigation of postmodern worlds by critically examining a
wide range of contemporary cultural practices.

Nothing defines postmodernism so well as its refusal of depth, its emphasis on appearance and spectacle, its
tendency to collapse a three-dimensional world in which image and reality are distinct into a two-
dimensional world in which they merge. The postmodern world, Taylor argues, is a world of surfaces, and
the postmodern condition is one of profound superficiality.

For many cultural commentators, postmodernism's inescapable play of surfaces is cause for despair. Taylor,
on the other hand, shows that the disappearance of depth in postmodern culture is actually a liberation repleat
with creative possibilities. Taylor introduces readers to a popular culture in which detectives—the
postmodern heroes of Paul Auster and Dennis Potter—lift surfaces only to find more surfaces, and in which
fashion advertising plays transparency against hiding. Taylor looks at the contemporary preoccupation with
body piercing and tattooing, and asks whether these practices actually reveal or conceal. Phrenology and skin
diseases, the "religious" architecture of Las Vegas, the limitless spread of computer networks—all are
brought within the scope of Taylor's brilliant analysis. Postmodernism, he shows, has given us a new sense
of the superficial, one in which the issue is not the absence of meaning but its uncontrollable, ecstatic
proliferation.

Embodying the very tendencies it analyzes, Hiding is unique. Conceived and developed with well-known
designers Michael Rock and Susan Sellars, this work transgresses the boundary that customarily separates
graphic design from the story within a text. The product of nearly three decades of reflection and writing,
Hiding opens a window on contemporary culture. To follow the remarkable course Taylor charts is to see
both our present and past differently and to encounter a future as disorienting as it is alluring.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Hiding (Religion and Postmodernism).

Peggy Hardman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Hiding (Religion and
Postmodernism) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Dolores Schreiber:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Hiding (Religion and
Postmodernism) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Stephanie Carter:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hiding (Religion and Postmodernism) can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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