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This unique book provides a comprehensive overview of all aspects of life in North Korea today. Drawing
on decades of experience, noted experts Ralph Hassig and Kongdan Oh explore a world few outsiders can
imagine. In vivid detail, the authors describe how the secretive and authoritarian government of Kim Jong-il
shapes every aspect of its citizens' lives, how the command socialist economy has utterly failed, and how
ordinary individuals struggle to survive through small-scale capitalism. Weighing the very limited individual
rights allowed, the authors illustrate how the political class system and the legal system serve solely as tools
of the regime.

The key to understanding how the North Korean people live, the authors argue, is to realize that their only
allowed role is to support Kim Jong-il, whose father founded the country in the late 1940s. An intelligent and
experienced dictator, Kim controls his people by keeping them isolated and banning most foreigners. This
control has loosened slightly since the late 1990s, but North Koreans remain hungry and oppressed. Yet the
outside world is slowly filtering in, and the book concludes by urging the United States to flood North Korea
with information so that its people can make decisions based on truth rather than their dictator's ubiquitous
propaganda.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Hunt:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what one you should start with. This The Hidden People of North Korea: Everyday Life in the
Hermit Kingdom is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Gary Flint:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Hidden People of North Korea: Everyday Life in the Hermit Kingdom, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Carolyn Rolon:

You can get this The Hidden People of North Korea: Everyday Life in the Hermit Kingdom by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Ella Carlson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Hidden People of North Korea: Everyday Life in the
Hermit Kingdom was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Hidden
People of North Korea: Everyday Life in the Hermit Kingdom has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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