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Lucidly written by leading biblical scholar Michael D. Coogan, this balanced, engaging, and up-to-date
introduction to the Hebrew scriptures distills the best of current scholarship. Employing the narrative
chronology of the Bible itself and the history of the ancient Near East as a framework, Coogan covers all the
books of the Hebrew Bible, along with the deuterocanonical books included in the Bible used by many
Christians. He treats every book of the canon with careful attention to its historical context, its particular
genre, and its distinctive features. Dealing in detail with ancient Near Eastern sources and archaeological
data, Coogan works from a primarily historical and critical methodology but also introduces students to
literary analysis and other interpretive strategies, especially current ones.

The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures is enhanced by a
glossary, timelines, photos, illustrations, maps, and a four-color insert on Jerusalem in biblical times.
Strategically placed boxes address issues that often puzzle readers of the Bible, provide models of
interpretation of particular texts, and discuss their significance for Judaism and Christianity. Each chapter
includes a preview and summary, key terms, questions for review and discussion, and suggestions for further
reading.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

* Fully revised and updated throughout
* Two new introductory chapters that provide students with the context necessary to analyze the biblical
texts--one on the composition of the Old Testament and one on the history and geography of the ancient
Near East and how it influenced the Hebrew Bible.
* An updated Instructor's Manual, Testbank CD and a Companion available at Website
www.oup.com/us/coogan featuring resources for both instructors and students
* A FREE 6-month subscription to Oxford Biblical Studies Online (www.oxfordbiblicalstudies.com), edited
by Michael D. Coogan, which provides students with unrivalled access to six essential Oxford Bibles;
Concordances; the Oxford Bible Commentary; nearly 5,000 A-Z articles, from Abel to Zion, integrated with
chapter-based scholarly works; hundreds of images and maps; and countless other internet resources.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Humphrey:

The book The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Old Testament: A Historical and
Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Erwin Fast:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures.

Joyce Volz:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary
Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Joe Williams:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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