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While Halley’s Comet lit up Earth’s sky in 1835, America’s biggest literature star was born. Though Samuel
Langhorne Clemens toiled in obscurity as a river boat pilot on the Mississippi and to this day remains a name
oft forgotten, that young man became famous around the globe under his unforgettable pseudonym, Mark
Twain.
Although Twain spent the first 30 years of his life working odd jobs, his printing background, sharp wit, and
humor helped establish him first as a journalist and later an author. His writing career took off in 1865 after
his humorous short story "The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County" was published. Newspapers
enamored with his humorous accounts of his travels began hiring him to chronicle his trips through
travelogues, such as The Innocents Abroad or The New Pilgrims' Progress and A Tramp Abroad.
Twain’s meteoric rise in literature took off in the 1870s with the publications of The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer and The Prince and the Pauper, novels that demonstrated Twain’s versatility, with Tom Sawyer
capturing the essence of American childhood along the Mississippi and The Prince and the Pauper providing
a biting social commentary that displayed Twain’s wit and humor. Those books were followed by Twain’s
crowning achievement, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, which combined the whimsical adventurousness of
Tom Sawyer with social commentary about American culture and its treatment of blacks. Huckleberry Finn
is one of America’s best known books and has long been regarded as the first “Great American Novel”.
Twain kept writing at a breakneck pace in order to attempt to remain financially afloat, but the last two
decades of his life were personally and professionally trying. Family problems and the deaths of his wife and
daughter near the end of his life made him depressed, and he was forced to declare bankruptcy in 1894,
despite being one of the most famous authors in the world. Throughout that time, Twain kept writing
everything from fictional accounts about Joan of Arc to book reviews and literary criticisms of other authors,
even while dictating his own autobiography. When he died in 1910, the day after Halley’s Comet returned,
he had finished his life as the man William Faulkner considered "the father of American literature."
American Legends: The Life of Mark Twain details Twain’s life and career, including all of its famous ups
and infamous downs, while also analyzing the literary legacy he left. Along with pictures of Twain and
important people, places, and events in his life, you will learn about “the father of American literature” like
you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled American Legends: The Life of Mark Twain. Try to face the book
American Legends: The Life of Mark Twain as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let
us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Steven Deloatch:

The book American Legends: The Life of Mark Twain can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book American Legends: The
Life of Mark Twain? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
American Legends: The Life of Mark Twain has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Mitchell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has
to answer that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that American
Legends: The Life of Mark Twain to read.

Jose Said:

The e-book with title American Legends: The Life of Mark Twain posesses a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.
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