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During World War I, Britain and France imported workers from their colonies to labor behind the front lines.
The single largest group of support labor came not from imperial colonies, however, but from China. Xu
Guoqi tells the remarkable story of the 140,000 Chinese men recruited for the Allied war effort.

These laborers, mostly illiterate peasants from north China, came voluntarily and worked in Europe longer
than any other group. Xu explores China’s reasons for sending its citizens to help the British and French
(and, later, the Americans), the backgrounds of the workers, their difficult transit to Europe?across the
Pacific, through Canada, and over the Atlantic?and their experiences with the Allied armies. It was the first
encounter with Westerners for most of these Chinese peasants, and Xu also considers the story from their
perspective: how they understood this distant war, the racism and suspicion they faced, and their attempts to
hold on to their culture so far from home.

In recovering this fascinating lost story, Xu highlights the Chinese contribution to World War I and
illuminates the essential role these unsung laborers played in modern China’s search for a new national
identity on the global stage.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Strangers on the Western Front: Chinese Workers in the Great War? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jeffrey Paolucci:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Strangers on the Western Front: Chinese Workers in the Great War book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer associated with Strangers on the Western Front: Chinese Workers in the Great War content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Strangers on the Western Front:
Chinese Workers in the Great War is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Victor Havens:

The e-book with title Strangers on the Western Front: Chinese Workers in the Great War contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Robert Bryant:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Strangers on the Western Front: Chinese
Workers in the Great War can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than
the others?
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