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Seduced by simplicity, physicists find themselves endlessly fascinated by hydrogen, the simplest of atoms.
Hydrogen has shocked, it has surprised, it has embarrassed, it has humbled--and again and again it has
guided physicists to the edge of new vistas where the promise of basic understanding and momentous
insights beckoned. The allure of hydrogen, crucial to life and critical to scientific discovery, is at the center
of this book, which tells a story that begins with the big bang and continues to unfold today.

In this biography of hydrogen, John Rigden shows how this singular atom, the most abundant in the
universe, has helped unify our understanding of the material world from the smallest scale, the elementary
particles, to the largest, the universe itself. It is a tale of startling discoveries and dazzling practical benefits
spanning more than one hundred years--from the first attempt to identify the basic building block of atoms in
the mid-nineteenth century to the discovery of the Bose-Einstein condensate only a few years ago. With
Rigden as an expert and engaging guide, we see how hydrogen captured the imagination of many great
scientists--such as Heisenberg, Pauli, Schrödinger, Dirac, and Rabi--and how their theories and experiments
with this simple atom led to such complex technical innovations as magnetic resonance imaging, the maser
clock, and global positioning systems. Along the way, we witness the transformation of science from an
endeavor of inspired individuals to a monumental enterprise often requiring the cooperation of hundreds of
scientists around the world.

Still, any biography of hydrogen has to end with a question: What new surprises await us?
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From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

This Hydrogen: The Essential Element are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Hydrogen: The Essential Element can be one of many great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information
that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Hydrogen: The
Essential Element forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jewel Tarr:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Hydrogen: The Essential Element, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Paul Day:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Hydrogen: The Essential Element is simple
to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Marie Miles:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Hydrogen: The
Essential Element which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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