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Much has been written about how civil society challenges authoritarian governments and helps lead the way
to democratization. These studies show that neoliberal economic policies have harmed many sectors of
society, weakening the state and undermining clientelistic relationships that previously provided material
benefits to middle- and low-income citizens, who are then motivated to organize coalitions to work for
greater social justice and equality. Recognizing this important role played by civil society organizations, Jon
Shefner goes further and analyzes the variegated nature of the interests represented in these coalitions,
arguing that the differences among civil society actors are at least as important as their similarities in
explaining how they function and what success, or lack thereof, they have experienced.

Through an ethnographic examination extending over a decade, Shefner tells the story of how a poor
community on the urban fringe of Guadalajara mobilized through an organization called the Unión de
Colonos Independientes (UCI) to work for economic improvement with the support of Jesuits inspired by
liberation theology. Yet Mexico’s successful formal democratic transition, won with the elections in 2000,
was followed by the dissolution of the coalition. Neither political access for the urban poor, nor their material
well-being, has increased with democratization. The unity and even the concept of civil society has thus
turned out to be an illusion.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Illusion of Civil Society: Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-Income Mexico, you may
tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Mark Jones:

You can obtain this The Illusion of Civil Society: Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-
Income Mexico by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue
if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Brian Crafton:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Illusion of Civil Society: Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-
Income Mexico we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must
love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life by this book The Illusion of Civil Society: Democratization and Community Mobilization in
Low-Income Mexico. You can more appealing than now.

Elliott Preciado:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Illusion of Civil Society:
Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-Income Mexico to make your own reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first



opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Illusion of Civil Society:
Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-Income Mexico can to be your brand new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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