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“Soulfully researched and elegantly written, the personal and the critical converge into a reading of Cuban
American memoirs by ‘one-and-a-halfers,’ those in a generation who left the island in childhood and early
adolescence.”—Eliana S. Rivero, author of Discursos desde la diáspora
 
“Timely and salient. In addition to tracing the trajectory of narratives of return, this study puts into relief the
idea that there is no singular process of return.”—Andrea O’Reilly Herrera, author of Cuban Artists across
the Diaspora: Setting the Tent against the House
 
“Outstanding. López’s interpretation of the narratives of the émigré’s real or imagined returns to their
homeland is insightful, sensitive, well documented, and informed by current debates about diasporas, exile,
transnationalism, and identity.”—Jorge Duany, author of Blurred Borders: Transnational Migration between
the Hispanic Caribbean and the United States
 
While the stories and resettlement patterns of Cubans who have left their home island have been widely
documented, the subject of return in the Cuban diaspora remains understudied.

In this one-of-a-kind volume, Iraida López explores various narratives of return by those who left Cuba as
children or adolescents. Including memoirs, semi-autobiographical fiction, and visual arts, many of these
accounts feature a physical arrival on the island while others depict a metaphorical or vicarious experience
by means of fictional characters or childhood reminiscences. As two-way migration increases in the post-
Cold War period, many of these narratives put to the test the boundaries of national identity.

Through a critical reading of works by Cuban American artists and writers like María Brito, Ruth Behar,
Carlos Eire, Cristina García, Ana Mendieta, Gustavo Pérez Firmat, Ernesto Pujol, Achy Obejas, and Ana
Menéndez, López highlights the affective ties as well as the tensions underlying the relationship between
returning subjects and their native country. Impossible Returns also looks at how Cubans still living on the
island depict returning émigrés in their own narratives, addressing works by Jesús Díaz, Humberto Solás,
Carlos Acosta, Nancy Alonso, Leonardo Padura, and others. Blurring the lines between disciplines and
geographic borders, this book underscores the centrality of Cuba for its diaspora and bears implications for
other countries with widespread populations in exile.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Freeman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban
Diaspora will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Marian Storie:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Impossible Returns: Narratives of
the Cuban Diaspora to read.

Terry Brown:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Impossible Returns: Narratives
of the Cuban Diaspora is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Alberto Alvarez:

You may get this Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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