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It would be easy to assume that, in the eighteenth century, slavery and the culture of taste--the world of
politeness, manners, and aesthetics--existed as separate and unequal domains, unrelated in the spheres of
social life. But to the contrary, Slavery and the Culture of Taste demonstrates that these two areas of
modernity were surprisingly entwined. Ranging across Britain, the antebellum South, and the West Indies,
and examining vast archives, including portraits, period paintings, personal narratives, and diaries, Simon
Gikandi illustrates how the violence and ugliness of enslavement actually shaped theories of taste, notions of
beauty, and practices of high culture, and how slavery's impurity informed and haunted the rarified customs
of the time.

Gikandi focuses on the ways that the enslavement of Africans and the profits derived from this exploitation
enabled the moment of taste in European--mainly British--life, leading to a transformation of bourgeois ideas
regarding freedom and selfhood. He explores how these connections played out in the immense fortunes
made in the West Indies sugar colonies, supporting the lavish lives of English barons and altering the ideals
that defined middle-class subjects. Discussing how the ownership of slaves turned the American planter class
into a new aristocracy, Gikandi engages with the slaves' own response to the strange interplay of modern
notions of freedom and the realities of bondage, and he emphasizes the aesthetic and cultural processes
developed by slaves to create spaces of freedom outside the regimen of enforced labor and truncated leisure.

Through a close look at the eighteenth century's many remarkable documents and artworks, Slavery and the
Culture of Taste sets forth the tensions and contradictions entangling a brutal practice and the distinctions of
civility.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Slavery and the Culture of
Taste is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Brandon Jenkins:

The particular book Slavery and the Culture of Taste has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Mary Larrick:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. Slavery and the Culture of Taste can be your answer as it can be read by a person
who have those short free time problems.

Rachel Leadbetter:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Slavery and the Culture of Taste
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book
and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go
through it. Beside that the guide Slavery and the Culture of Taste can to be your brand new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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