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Not easily translated, the Spanish terms cursi and cursilería refer to a cultural phenomenon widely prevalent
in Spanish society since the nineteenth century. Like "kitsch," cursi evokes the idea of bad taste, but it also
suggests one who has pretensions of refinement and elegance without possessing them. In The Culture of
Cursilería, Noël Valis examines the social meanings of cursi, viewing it as a window into modern Spanish
history and particularly into the development of middle-class culture.

Valis finds evidence in literature, cultural objects, and popular customs to
argue that cursilería has its roots in a sense of cultural inadequacy felt by the lower middle classes in
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century Spain. The Spain of this era, popularly viewed as the European
power most resistant to economic and social modernization, is characterized by Valis as suffering from
nostalgia for a bygone, romanticized society that structured itself on strict class delineations. With the
development of an economic middle class during the latter half of the nineteenth century, these designations
began to break down, and individuals across all levels of the middle class exaggerated their own social status
in an attempt to protect their cultural capital. While the resulting manifestations of cursilería were often
provincial, indeed backward, the concept was—and still is—closely associated with a sense of home.
Ultimately, Valis shows how cursilería embodied the disparity between old ways and new, and how in its
awkward manners, airs of pretension, and graceless anxieties it represents Spain's uneasy surrender to the
forces of modernity.

The Culture of Cursilería will interest students and scholars of Latin America, cultural studies, Spanish
literature, and modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and
Class in Modern Spain. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Troy Munoz:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in
Modern Spain as the daily resource information.

Linda White:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Culture of
Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain, you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Jesica Simon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get before. The The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain
giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your



better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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