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Written at different times and for different audiences - some for scholars of rabbinic literature, others for
readers with a less specialist interest - the essays gathered in this volume nevertheless have an inner
coherence, reflecting author Haym Soloveitchik's lifelong interest in the history of halakhah and the
unfolding of halakhic ideas. What was it that stimulated change, and why? What happened when strong
forces impinged on halakhic observance, and both the scholarly elite and the community as a whole had to
grapple with upholding observance while adapting to a new set of circumstances? Soloveitchik shows that
the line between adaptation and deviance is a fine one, and that where a society draws that line is revelatory
of both its values and its self-perception. The book opens with a brief description and characterization of the
dramatis personae who figure in all these essays: Rashi and the Tosafists. It covers the halakhic
commentaries and their authors, the creativity of Ashkenaz, and the halakhic isolation of the Ashkenazic
community. A second section focuses on usury, moneylending, and pawnbroking - widespread practices that
shaped the image of the Jew in Europe for centuries. The third section deals with the ban on Gentile wine
and how that is connected to the development of moneylending. The final section presents general
conclusions in the form of four studies of the communal self-image of Ashkenaz and its attitude to deviation
and change. Many of the essays have been published before and are well known in the field, although some
were published only in Hebrew and two are completely new. Most of those previously published have been
updated; in particular, the major essay on pawnbroking has been significantly expanded. *** "Soloveitchik is
one of the most influential scholars of medieval Jewry in our generation. The essays are not only models of
meticulous scholarship, they are also beautifully written, thought provoking, and very often passionate. This
is one of the most important books on medieval Jewry published recently but it is no less significant as a
study on the nature of Jewish law and how it developed. The power of Soloveitchik's prose and the clarity of
his presentation will make this a book that is not only cited but also read, over and over." - Religious Studies
Review, Vol. 40, No. 4, December 2014 *** "The leading contemporary practitioner of the discipline of
'History of Halacha' . . . Over the past four decades, he has enriched Jewish scholarship and historiography
immeasurably with groundbreaking monographs and books on a broad range of topics . . . [here] the author
has updated and significantly expanded his previously published articles . . . should find pride of place on
many bookshelves." - Jeffrey R. Woolf, Jewish Action *** "In our generation the premier practitioner of
history of, and through, halacha is Haym Soloveitchik . . . [he], in addition to his many other merits, is an
elegant stylist . . . Part of the pleasure of reading him is that there is more learning and illumination to be
found in his remarks dropped along the way than in the pages of a lesser scholar . . . profound, poignant
essays." - David Wolpe, Tablet Magazine [Subject: Jewish Studies, History]Ëœ
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From reader reviews:

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Here thing why this particular Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman
Library of Jewish Civilization) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) in e-
book can be your choice.

Earl Sanders:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Collected Essays, Volume 1
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization) become your own starter.

Claudia Fox:

Beside this specific Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Haley Berg:

This Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this



Collected Essays, Volume 1 (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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