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Colombia is a magical country, full of spectacular varied landscapes, rare ecosystems, succulent tropical
fruits, salsa and cumbia music, and kind, fun-loving people. The modern culture is a synthesis of Spanish,
indigenous, and African traditions, evident in the music, the food, and Barranquilla’s famous Carnaval. The
country’s major cities are modern and cosmopolitan, with an international style and consumerism that makes
them feel more like cities in the USA than Latin America. Yet, five minutes into the countryside, its distinct
rural charms reveal a slower and more bucolic past.
 
In the collective imagination, Colombia is exotic, lawless, and dangerous—an illegal narcotics trade and the
ongoing armed conflict have contributed to its bad-boy image. But things are changing, and there is so much
more than that.
 
Entrenched social inequality has led to strife, manifest in the long-lived left- and rightwing rebel movements
and a cycle of appalling violence that has saturated four decades with an undeclared civil war. And still, the
Colombians are animated, lighthearted and fun—always ready to laugh and enjoy the moment. They have
found strength in each other, in their families, and closest friends who are the cornerstones of their lives. 
 
Culture Smart! Colombia shows how the country’s rough geography and tumultuous history have shaped
modern values and attitudes. It looks at the public realm and at life at home with the family. It introduces you
to Colombia’s distinct and delicious cuisine, and reveals what people think about each other, their neighbors,
and foreigners. There is advice on the safest ways to get around; on how business is done; and how
Colombians communicate. Culture Smart! Colombia explains the intricacies of a culture that is both modern
and steeped in tradition, international and regional, cosmopolitan and agrarian, very rich and very poor, and
after more than four decades of undeclared civil war is happily emerging from tough times and getting ready
for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

The book Colombia - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Colombia - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Colombia - Culture
Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Billy Simpson:

The book Colombia - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Colombia -
Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture? A number of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Colombia - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Candy Dixon:

The particular book Colombia - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Linda Bryant:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Colombia - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.
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