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In The Patron's Payoff, Jonathan Nelson and Richard Zeckhauser apply the innovative methods of
information economics to the study of art. Their findings, written in highly accessible prose, are surprising
and important. Building on three economic concepts--signaling, signposting, and stretching--the book
develops the first systematic methodology for assessing the meaning of art patronage and provides a broad
and useful framework for understanding how works of art functioned in Renaissance Italy.

The authors discuss how patrons used conspicuous commissions to establish and signal their wealth and
status, and the book explores the impact that individual works had on society. The ways in which artists met
their patrons' needs for self-promotion dramatically affected the nature and appearance of paintings,
sculptures, and buildings. The Patron's Payoff presents a new conceptual structure that allows readers to
explore the relationships among the main players in the commissioning game--patrons, artists, and
audiences--and to understand how commissioned art transmits information. This book facilitates
comparisons of art from different periods and shows the interplay of artists and patrons working to produce
mutual benefits subject to an array of limiting factors. The authors engage several art historians to look at
what economic models reveal about the material culture of Italy, ca. 1300?1600, and beyond. Their case
studies address such topics as private chapels and their decorations, donor portraits, and private palaces.

In addition to the authors, the contributors are Molly Bourne, Kelley Helmstutler Di Dio, Thomas J.
Loughman, and Larry Silver.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art.
Try to the actual book The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art as your
pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Rosalie Lloyd:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The
Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

James Sirois:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous
Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jerry Blair:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions
in Italian Renaissance Art was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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