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The sesquicentennial of the Civil War and Reconstruction invites reflection on the broad meaning of
American democracy, including the ideals of freedom, equality, racial justice, and self-determination. In We
Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice, John David Smith brings together a wealth of primary texts?editorials,
letters, newspaper articles, and personal testimonies?to illuminate the experience of emancipation for the
millions of African Americans enmeshed in the transition from chattel slavery to freedom from 1865 to
1877.

The years following Appomattox offered the freed people numerous opportunities and challenges. Ex-slaves
reconnected with relatives dispersed by the domestic slave trade and the vicissitudes of civil war. They
sought their own farms and homesteads, education for their children, and legal protection from whites hostile
to their new status. They negotiated labor contracts, established local communities, and, following the 1867
Reconstruction Acts, entered local, state, and national politics.

Though aided by Freedmen's Bureau agents and sympathetic whites, former slaves nevertheless faced
daunting odds. Ku Klux Klansmen and others terrorized blacks who asserted themselves, many northerners
lost interest in their plight, and federal officials gradually left them to their own resources. As a result, former
Confederates regained control of the southern state governments following the 1876 presidential election.

We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice is a substantially revised and expanded edition of a book originally
published under the title Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865–1877.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Reed:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve We Ask Only for Even-Handed
Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading
the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Alexander Taylor:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from
Reconstruction, 1865-1877 can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Evelyn Rogers:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 will
give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Billy Doyle:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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