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Exploring the charged topic of black health under slavery, Sharla Fett reveals how herbalism, conjuring,
midwifery, and other African American healing practices became arts of resistance in the antebellum South.

Fett shows how enslaved men and women drew on African precedents to develop a view of health and
healing that was distinctly at odds with slaveholders' property concerns. While white slaveowners narrowly
defined slave health in terms of "soundness" for labor, slaves embraced a relational view of health that was
intimately tied to religion and community. African American healing practices thus not only restored the
body but also provided a formidable weapon against white objectification of black health.

Enslaved women played a particularly important role in plantation health culture: they made medicines,
cared for the sick, and served as midwives in both black and white households. Their labor as health workers
not only proved essential to plantation production but also gave them a basis of authority within enslaved
communities. Not surprisingly, conflicts frequently arose between slave doctoring women and the whites
who attempted to supervise their work, as did conflicts related to feigned illness, poisoning threats, and
African-based religious practices. By examining the deeply contentious dynamics of plantation healing, Fett
sheds new light on the broader power relations of antebellum American slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Caldwell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Working Cures: Healing, Health, and
Power on Southern Slave Plantations (Gender and American Culture). All type of book is it possible to see
on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

John Glass:

Precisely why? Because this Working Cures: Healing, Health, and Power on Southern Slave Plantations
(Gender and American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Barbera Champ:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Working Cures: Healing, Health, and
Power on Southern Slave Plantations (Gender and American Culture) is simple to deliver you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Elizabeth Acker:

This Working Cures: Healing, Health, and Power on Southern Slave Plantations (Gender and American
Culture) is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Working Cures: Healing, Health, and Power on Southern Slave Plantations (Gender
and American Culture) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and knowledge.
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