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On a May Sunday in 1927, progress and tradition collided at the Groffdale Old Order Mennonite Church in
eastern Pennsylvania when half the congregation shunned the cup of wine offered by Bishop Moses Horning.
The boycott of this holiest of Mennonite customs was in direct response to Horning’s decision to endorse the
automobile after years of debate within the church. The resulting schism over opposing views of technology
produced the group known as the Wenger Mennonites.

In the nearly eighty years since the establishment of this church, the initial group of fifty dissenters has
grown to a community of 16,000 Wenger Mennonites. They have large families and typically retain 95
percent or more of their youth. For many years their main community was based in Lancaster County, but in
recent decades they have expanded into eight other states, with new communities most recently established
in Iowa and Michigan. Despite their continued rejection of modern technology, the Wengers—popularly
known as horse-and-buggy Mennonites—continue to thrive on their own terms.

In this first-of-its-kind study of the Wenger Mennonites, Kraybill and Hurd—a sociologist and an
anthropologist—use cultural analysis to interpret the Wengers both in and outside Pennsylvania. They
systematically compare the Wengers with other Mennonite groups as well as with the Amish, showing how
relationships with these other groups have had a powerful impact on shaping the identity of the Wenger
Mennonites in the Anabaptist world. As Kraybill and Hurd show, the Wengers have learned that it is
impossible to maintain a truly static culture, and so examining the ways in which the Wengers cautiously and
incrementally adapt to the ever-changing world around them is an invaluable case study of the gradual
evolution of religious ritual in the face of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Vu:

This book untitled Horse-and-Buggy Mennonites: Hoofbeats of Humility in a Postmodern World
(Pennsylvania German History and Culture) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Horse-and-Buggy Mennonites:
Hoofbeats of Humility in a Postmodern World (Pennsylvania German History and Culture) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Horse-and-
Buggy Mennonites: Hoofbeats of Humility in a Postmodern World (Pennsylvania German History and
Culture) become your personal starter.

Kevin Strickland:

You may get this Horse-and-Buggy Mennonites: Hoofbeats of Humility in a Postmodern World
(Pennsylvania German History and Culture) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Sonia Cancel:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Horse-and-Buggy Mennonites:
Hoofbeats of Humility in a Postmodern World (Pennsylvania German History and Culture) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that
the reserve Horse-and-Buggy Mennonites: Hoofbeats of Humility in a Postmodern World (Pennsylvania



German History and Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of these time.
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