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In Medical Women and Victorian Fiction, Kristine Swenson explores the cultural intersections of fiction,
feminism, and medicine during the second half of the nineteenth century in Britain and her colonies by
looking at the complex and reciprocal relationship between women and medicine in Victorian culture. Her
examination centers around two distinct though related figures: the Nightingale nurse and the New Woman
doctor. The medical women in the fiction of Elizabeth Gaskell (Ruth), Wilkie Collins (The Woman in White),
Dr. Margaret Todd (Mona McLean, Medical Student), Hilda Gregg (Peace with Honour), and others are
analyzed in relation to nonfictional discussions of nurses and women doctors in medical publications,
nursing tracts, feminist histories, and newspapers.
Victorian anxieties over sexuality, disease, and moral corruption came together most persistently around the
figure of a prostitute. However, Swenson takes as her focus for this volume an opposing figure, the medical
woman, whom Victorians deployed to combat these social ills. As symbols of traditional female morality
informed and transformed by the new social and medical sciences, representations of medical women
influenced public debate surrounding women’s education and employment, the Contagious Diseases Acts,
and the health of the empire.
At the same time, the presence of these educated, independent women, who received payment for performing
tasks traditionally assigned to domestic women or servants, inevitably altered the meaning of womanhood
and the positions of other women in Victorian culture. Swenson challenges more conventional histories of
the rise of the actual nurse and the woman doctor by treating as equally important the development of
cultural representations of these figures.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Burroughs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the book entitled Medical Women and Victorian Fiction. Try to make the book Medical Women and
Victorian Fiction as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Carla Floyd:

Here thing why this kind of Medical Women and Victorian Fiction are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Medical Women and Victorian Fiction giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Medical Women and
Victorian Fiction. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Medical Women and Victorian Fiction in e-book can be your alternative.

Kerry Maye:

The book untitled Medical Women and Victorian Fiction is the book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Medical Women and Victorian Fiction from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Rachel Morris:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Medical Women and Victorian
Fiction is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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