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Not since 1929 has there been a biography of Edward Steichen, photographer, painter, and a pivotal yet
enigmatic figure in twentieth-century art and culture on two continents. Steichen, who died just short of his
ninety-fourth birthday, was fifty and internationally famous when Steichen the Photographer was written by
his brother-in-law, the poet and biographer Carl Sandburg. Now Penelope Niven, whose highly acclaimed
biography of Sandburg appeared in 1991, has written the first comprehensive biography of Steichen.

Here, she illuminates the full story of Steichen's avant-garde life in Paris and New York and his roles in
introducing modern art to the American audience, in shaping aerial reconnaissance photography in World
War I and navy photography in World War II, in revolutionizing American fashion and portrait photography
through his years as chief of photography at Vanity Fair and Vogue, and in creating the unprecedented
photographic exhibition The Family of Man, which has touched a global audience of millions since it opened
in 1955.

Searching the world over for Steichen's letters, paintings, and photographs, Niven has reconstructed his
major, pioneering achievements. Steichen's enduring contributions to the fine art of photography have not
been fully recognized because they have not, until now, been fully documented and placed within the context
of his times and his turbulent, romantic, and often tragic personal life.

With the help of public and private papers and interviews, Niven builds a compelling portrait of the
charismatic, complex, very human man behind the camera. We explore Steichen's gardens and his artful love
of nature, manifested in his obsessive achievements as a master breeder of delphinium. We step inside his
intimate, private world--and view his passionate attachment to his mother, his sister, and his two daughters;
the heartrending battles of his first marriage; and his alleged and actual love affairs. This biography also
explores Steichen's catalytic relationships with August Rodin, Henri Matisse, Pablo Picasso, Alfred Stieglitz,
Gertrude and Leo Stein, and Carl and Lilian Steichen Sandburg.

"Steichen was a rebel, stubbornly independent and largely self-taught, who also believed passionately in the
fundamental intersections of art and life," Penelope Niven writes. As this biography reveals, Edward
Steichen's life, like his art, was brilliantly original, dramatic, and unforgettable.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

The book Steichen: A Biography gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Steichen: A Biography to be
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a book Steichen: A Biography. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Robert Farley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Steichen: A Biography is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Vincent Mireles:

This book untitled Steichen: A Biography to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Norbert Walling:

The book untitled Steichen: A Biography contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model,
so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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