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An excerpt from the Princeton Review, Volume 27:

THE most familiar fact to everyone at all acquainted with contemporary writings and opinions in relation to
the Middle Ages, is, that they run very much into extremes, alternately describing that mysterious period as
one of unbroken darkness or unclouded light, perceptibly higher or immeasurably lower, as to some
particulars at least of intellectual and moral condition, than the times immediately before and after.

The primary cause of this extravagance is no doubt to be sought in the excitement of controversy between
Protestants and Papists, both in the age of the Reformation, and at every later period, when that warfare has
been renewed or carried on with more than wonted vigour; so that neither party has been able or willing for
the time to admit any truth whatever in the statements of the other, lest the yielding of an outpost should
involve the capture or surrender of the citadel.

The lapse of time, instead of weakening the tendency to these extremes, has served to strengthen them, by
changing temporary movements into habits, and by causing violent reaction to intensify the impulses
themselves.

The extreme of partiality or favor to the medieval church —— for it is only in this ecclesiastical aspect that
we now present the subject—may be more particularly represented as arising partly from a self-defensive
movement on the part of Rome and her admirers, but also from causes of more recent origin, connected with
extensive changes in prevailing modes of thought and standards of comparison.

One of these later causes is the powerful propensity, especially among the Germans, to unsettle everything
established, and to give the benefit of every doubt to what is new and paradoxical; a disposition nurtured, if it
is not generated, by the national methods of instruction, and especially by that excessive rivalry of teachers
in the same institutions, which is one of the most characteristic features of the German universities, and
which, by creating a perpetual demand for something new, as an attraction to the student, for whose
patronage the teachers are competing, often leads men who know better to violate their own convictions,
both of truth and duty, with as little scruple or compunction as a school-boy feels, in taking what he knows to
be the wrong side of a question, in a juvenile debating club. To this morbid appetite for novelty and paradox,
a daintier bait could not have been presented than the hope of revolutionizing old opinions, even among
Protestants, in reference to what have long been known as the “Dark Ages,” but which these reckless
demonstrators, by their novum organum of antiquarian and critical research, have not the slightest difficulty
in evincing to have been light ages in comparison with ours, to their own satisfaction, or at least to that of
many readers. For we have a shrewd suspicion that some of the most popular discoveries of this kind, and the
most unquestionable in the estimation of the younger Germans and the weaker Germano-laters, are not
believed at all by those who broach them, but propounded as mere tests and triumphs of inventive genius, or
of logical and dialectic skill—first in the auditorium or lecture room, and then, by a transition almost certain
and invariable, through the press.
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From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

This book untitled The World in the Middle Ages: An Historical Geography to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Fred Swett:

The publication untitled The World in the Middle Ages: An Historical Geography is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The World in the Middle
Ages: An Historical Geography from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Chris Walker:

The World in the Middle Ages: An Historical Geography can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The World in the
Middle Ages: An Historical Geography although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Terry Buehler:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The World in the Middle
Ages: An Historical Geography which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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